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A Message From The President 

I know that we have all enjoyed the warm February temperatures, but 

this weather is not good for our gardens.  The constant change in temper-

atures causes thawing and freezing, which in turn causes plant upheaval 

out of the soil. The best situation for winter weather is a constant cover-

ing of snow that will act as an 

insulator against the coldest 

temperatures. 

On some of the warmer days, 

the frogs came out of hiberna-

tion from the bottom of my 

pond, waiting for insects that 

were not there.  I have a heater 

in my pond, so it is a source of 

drinking water for birds, squir-

rels and unfortunately deer 

when all other water sources are 

frozen. 

This winter my husband built a peanut feeder for the squirrels. We have 

four fox squirrels and one red squirrel.  They have to lift a wooden top to 

access the peanuts.  It’s been amusing for us and the cat to watch their 

antics.  When the feeder gets low on peanuts, the fox squirrel just dives in 

head first and eats the peanuts upside down, with its tail hanging out the 

top of the box. Sometimes the squirrels get their entire bodies inside and 

poke their heads out the top.  The red squirrel prefers the sunflower seed 

feeder.  We have definitely put a dent in the peanut supply at Marc’s. 

Since seed packets are at the stores, now is the time to be thinking about 

what you want to grow.  Please remember that to enter cut annuals, bien-

nials, perennials  or vegetables in our July 21-23 Flower Show, you must 

have the plants, bulbs, or seeds in your possession ninety days before ex-

hibition.  Therefore the cut-off date for obtaining your plant material 

(excluding combination planters) is April 23.  Container-grown plants 

must have been in the possession of the exhibitor for at least 3 months 

(excluding combination planters). 

Please turn the page. 
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President’s Message 

cont.                                    

A reminder that the Cactus and 

Succulent Show and Sale at the 

Cleveland Botanical Garden is 

March 18-19. The show is non- 

juried, but you will see some fine 

examples of potted succulents. 

Respectfully, Kathy Habib, 

President 

Dates To Remember 

Tuesday, March 14               

Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Broadview Hts. Clubroom 

Thursday, March 23             

Recess Gardening at Brecksville 

Central School (fourth and fifth 

graders.)  Call Jo Ann Bartsch   

for more information and to vol-

unteer.  The school requires a 

background check.  That day’s 

topic is seed starting.           

Tuesday, March 28                

Membership meeting 7:00 p.m. in 

the Brecksville Human Services, 

Center, Activity Room A            

To prepare us for our upcoming 

flower show, Aggie Goss will cri-

tique flower show design entries. 

Thursday, April 6, 4:00 p.m. 

Join the Brecksville Beautifica-

tion Committee in planting pan-

sies in the planters along Brecks-

ville Road.  This is a weather-

dependent event so watch your 

email in case the date or time 

must be changed.  Please call Jo 

Ann Bartsch if you can help. 

Saturday, April 8                 

Garden Therapy at Pleasantview 

Care Center at 10:00 a.m.         

We will discuss spring and East-

er, and residents will create an 

Easter basket nest.  Call Lynne 

Evans at (440) 668-6128 to help.   

Tuesday, April 11                   

Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Broadview Hts. Clubroom 

April 24-28                                

This is the week that we cele-

brate Arbor Day with all the 

third-graders in the Brecksville/

Broadview Hts. School system.  

Our brief talk and tree seedling 

distribution  program will occur 

at various times and days de-

pending on school schedules.  

Watch your email for the sign-up 

schedule. 

Tuesday, April 25                 

Membership meeting 7:00 p.m. in 

the Brecksville Human Services, 

Center, Activity Room A          

Judith MacKeigan is a Cleveland 

Metroparks historian and archi-

vist who will present a program 

on the history and creation of our 

wonderful park system. 

Thursday, April 27                  

Garden Club of Ohio Cleveland  

District Spring Meeting at St. 

Michael’s Woodside Event Cen-

ter, 5025 East Mill Road, Broad-

view Heights OH.                    

Registration and Garden Club 

Presidents’ Meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

Program to begin at 10:30 a.m.                

Morning Program: “How to Con-

quer the Shade and Deer with 

Natural Landscaping and Native 

Plants” by Garrett Ormiston of 

the Cleveland Museum of       

Natural History.                                

Afternoon Program: “These Are a 

Few of My Favorite Things”    

Floral Design Program by Janet 

Hannaway, Garden Club of Ohio. 

To sit at the same table, make a 

check out to Kathy Habib  for 

$25 , and send it to her no later 

than March 28, our next meeting 

date.  Let her know if you want 

vegetarian or gluten free.            

If you decide to go after March 

28, you can still register on your 

own. 

 Artists in Our Gardens 

and Tips on Entering 

Horticulture in a Flower 

Show                                 

At our January 24th meeting, 

President Kathy Habib presented   

a Power Point collage of our last 

flower show, displaying the many 

classes of that show.                 

After the presentation, members 

received a working copy of the 

2017 Flower Show horticultural 

divisions, design divisions, and 

special exhibits divisions.  Kathy 

discussed her handouts on enter-

ing horticultural entries.  She 

sent this handout to all members 

by email on  January 21.  If you 

haven’t already printed a copy 

and can’t locate the email, let Pat 

Gabriel know, and she will 

resend the email to you.  
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Build it and They Will 

Come…Butterflies that 

is… 

Last summer I was given the task 

to develop a Master Gardener 

presentation on butterfly garden-

ing for the Tri-C Encore Program 

(for seniors.)  I spent all those hot 

summer days, when you couldn’t 

be outside gardening, inside por-

ing over reference material.  It’s 

now time to share some of what I 

learned with you. 

If you want butterflies to come to 

your yard, you need to under-

stand their life cycle.  Butterflies 

(and moths) grow in four stages 

(complete metamorphosis).  Their 

life cycle looks like this: 

Egg → Larva (caterpillar) → 

Pupa (chrysalis) → Adult 

And here’s the important part:  

the caterpillar (cat) and the adult 

eat very differently.  After all, the 

only reason they’re going to come 

to your yard is to eat (oh yes, and 

to lay their eggs.)  The adult but-

terfly’s only nourishment is nec-

tar; the caterpillar eats only the 

leaves of their host plant.  So this 

means you need to provide both 

host plants (where eggs are laid, 

and the cats eat) and nectar 

plants (with flowers attractive to 

the adults.)  You can either grow 

a specific host plant for a specific 

butterfly, or grow a variety of 

plants that attract different 

kinds.   

 

What else do butterflies need be-

side plants:  places to live or hide 

from predators or wind, damp ar-

eas or shallow puddles, flat 

stones for sunbathing!  And don’t 

clean up too much in the fall!  

Some butterflies overwinter as 

either adults or chrysalis and use 

leaf litter or perennial stems for 

protection. 

Here are some things to consider 

when you’re selecting plants: 

 Include both host plants and 

nectar plants.  Some plants 

(like milkweed) are both. 

 Plant in colorful masses.  But-

terflies are attracted to color 

first (then scent.)  They espe-

cially like purple, yellow, or-

ange, and red. 

 Select plants with flat-topped, 

highly scented, single flowers.  

Nectar is easier to get. 

 

 Try to include a variety of 

plants that give continuous 

bloom throughout the spring 

to fall seasons. 

 

 Don’t use pesticides anywhere 

near a butterfly garden.  Also, 

be sure the plants you buy 

haven’t been treated with a 

systemic insecticide. 

Please turn to page 4      

 

 

 

Garden Therapy          

Valentine For Our         

Favorites 

Lynne Evans, Sandy Ladebue, 

and Susan Forest presented a 

Valentine’s Day-themed garden 

therapy discussion and craft at 

Pleasantview Care Center on Sat-

urday, February 11.  Valentine 

traditions were discussed  facili-

tating group socialization, cogni-

tive skills, sensory input, and fine 

motor skills.  The nine residents 

who participated learned facts 

about roses and their history and 

enjoyed reminiscing about Valen-

tine’s Day.   

CGC members helped each resi-

dent create a Valentine made of 

felt, ribbon, lace, a rose, and deco-

rative stickers.  At the conclusion 

of the program, each resident left 

with fresh roses as well as their 

valentine.                                  

Any member interested in partici-

pating in Garden Therapy pro-

grams please contact Lynne Ev-

ans 440-668-6128. 

Lynne Evans 
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Build it and They Will 

Come…Butterflies that 

is…   cont. 

Butterfly gardening is primarily 

native plant gardening, although 

there are some exceptions 

(swallowtails will use anything in 

the parsley family as a host 

plant.)                                            

 

 

Here are the top ten, must-have 

plants for butterfly gardening as 

recommended by Christopher 

Kline, Butterfly Gardening with 

Native Plants. How many of these 

plants are in your yard? 

1 Purple Milkweed, Asclepias purpu-

rascens 

2   Joe Pye weed, Eupatorium sp. 

3   Butterfly Milkweed, Asclepias tuberosa 

 

4   Common Milkweed, Asclepias syriaca 

5   Wild Bergamot, Monarda fistulosa  

6   Ironweed, Vernonia altissima 

7   Aster, Aster sp. 

8   Swamp Milkweed, Asclepias incarnata 

9   Blazing Star, Liatris squarrosa 

10 Wingstem, Verbesinia alternifolia 

Jo Ann Bartsch 

Three butterflies you might encounter                                       

in our yards  

Butterfly: Baltimore Checkerspot 

Host Plant:  Turtlehead (Chelone sp.) 

Photo by Jim McCormac  

Butterfly: Meadow Fritillary 

Host Plant:  Violets 

Photo by Megan McCarty 

Butterfly: Pearl Crescent 

Host Plant:  Asters 

Photo by Kenneth Dwain Harrelson 
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Sandy Ladebue joined Chippewa Garden Club in 

the early spring of 2014 and currently serves as co-

secretary.  Since joining the Club, she’s participated 

in garden therapy, volunteered to distribute tree 

seedlings  at our Arbor Day activity, enjoyed staff-

ing a booth during Home Days, planned and served 

refreshments for meetings, and plans to enter our  

coming Flower Show.  One of her reasons for join-

ing was to learn more about her new yard and how 

best to plan and maintain it. 

 

In addition to volunteering with our club, Sandy 

tutors adults at Seeds of Literacy in preparation for 

the GED.  She is active in her church  teaching 

Sunday school and supporting groups who supply 

food for hungry people.   

 

When I asked Sandy what she likes about our club, 

she told me that she enjoys the Club meetings and 

meeting new people.  She likes hearing other mem-

bers gardening experiences.  She loves the plant 

exchanges with their potlucks and discussions of 

new plants.  She also likes the programs that dis-

cuss potting plants indoor and out and would like to 

see more indoor gardening programing.  Because of 

her shaded yard she is learning how to select 

houseplants  that do well. 

 

Sandy’s large yard has lots of shade.  Because of 

the shade she wants to learn more about shade 

plants and shade gardening.  Although she loves 

“playing in the dirt,” she dislikes weeding. 

 

Floral design is new to Sandy, and she is interested 

in learning more about miniature designs.  She 

went to our last Flower Show and enjoyed looking 

at the various designs.   

 

To Sandy, the outdoors are beautiful and should be 

enjoyed.  She loves beautiful plants, watching them 

grow, and waiting for them to sprout when spring 

arrives.  Her advice to members is to get involved 

and meet new people.  She loves participating in 

our garden club activities.  

 

Pat Gabriel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting To Know You 

 

Orchid 

Photo by Margaret DeWolf 
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Roses, Roses, and More 

Roses 

Bob Lukacevic presented his pro-

gram on gardening with roses at 

our membership meeting in Feb-

ruary.  We had great attendance, 

along with several guests. His 

program was on what to grow, 

how to grow it, and where to buy 

it.  At one time, Bob had over 800 

roses, and he transplanted over 

250 when he moved to Ohio.    

Bob’s emphasis was on growing 

roses that need no spraying.  Ei-

ther we have the option of spray-

ing every seven to ten days for 

diseases such as blackspot or 

finding roses that perform well 

without chemical support, which 

significantly reduces plant choic-

es.  Original roses look very dif-

ferent from current hybrid teas, 

most of which need chemical sup-

port. Some options for no spray 

roses are old garden roses such as 

Damask, moss, or Gallica, and  

modern ”disease resistant” roses 

such as David Austin Hybrids. 

Some of the reasons to grow roses 

are for cut flowers, beautiful 

blooms, fragrance, arbor and trel-

lis coverage, competition, as well 

as for their mystique. 

Roses can be grouped as once 

bloomers (in June for about six 

weeks) and repeat bloomers 

(several times throughout the 

season.)   

 

Roses that have fewer petals will 

repeat bloom more often. 

Old Garden Roses (OGR) are plants 

that were grown before 1867, prior to  

hybrid teas.  The majority of OGR 

are once bloomers and very fragrant.  

They come in shades of pink, red, 

white, and purple. OGR classes in-

clude:           

 Centifolia (Cabbage Roses)  

 Moss Roses (smells like balsam 

or pine)                

 Damask Roses (fragrant, source 

of rose of attar)   

 Portland Roses (smaller, more 

compact, repeat bloomers, fra-

grant)          

 Bourbon (repeat bloomers, climb-

ers, fragrant)      

 Hybrid (huge flowers, repeat 

bloomers)                             

Crossover roses are roses that are 

not OGR and not hybrid teas. 

These include the rugosas and 

climbers. 

When choosing a rose plant, you 

must decide what flower form you 

want and whether color is im-

portant.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clematis can be grown with roses 

to fill in bare spots when roses 

are not blooming.  Remember the 

maxim “The right plant in the 

right place.”  Roses require six 

hours or more of sun. 

Try to plant roses grown on their 

own rootstock as opposed to those 

graphed on Dr. Huey rootstock.   

Two of the major companies 

growing and selling roses are 

Jackson and Perkins and Weeks 

Roses which often graft on Dr. 

Huey. 

Three companies which do not 

graft on Dr. Huey are:  Roses Un-

limited in South Carolina, David 

Austin, and Antique Rose Empo-

rium in Texas. 

Bob gave us his home formula for 

deer repellent: 1 egg yolk, 1 gal-

lon water, 1 T baking powder. Let 

ferment and place in a sprayer. 

Kathy Habib 

 

Orchid                                                            

Photo by Margaret DeWolf 


