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A Message From the 

President 

May and June are two of the      

busiest and most fun gardening 

months. How is shopping at     

nurseries not fun?  

In May remove spent flowers 

and yellow leaves from spring 

blooming bulbs. Do not remove 

green leaves, as these are still 

providing food for the bulbs 

which allows them to bloom the 

following year. If you purchased 

potted bulbs like daffs and      

hyacinths for Easter, plant them 

in the garden now. I have quite a 

collection of Easter hyacinths in  

my garden. 

Now is the time to plant hardy per-

ennials and woody plants. I never 

set out tender (not frost hardy) 

plants until the last week in May, 

and even then I watch the weather 

reports daily.                                                                                                             

As the soil warms the second half of 

May, plant bean, cucumber, squash 

and melon seeds. Plant successions 

of green onion bulbs for continuous 

harvest. 

May is the best time to divide sum-

mer and fall blooming perennials. 

Lawns should be mowed to a height 

of 2-2 ½ inches. It is best to leave 

the clippings on the lawn, allowing 

them to return nutrients to the soil. 

 

June is the time to move your 

houseplant outdoors for the sum-

mer. Gradually increase their expo-

sure to the sun so as not to burn the 

leaves. Avoid putting them in direct 

sunlight. 

       Squire Rich Historical Museum                                                                    

Dig, divide, and replant crowded 

spring bulbs.  Control weeds before 

they go to seed. 

Pinch chrysanthemum plants back 

monthly until mid-July for bushier 

growth.  Pinch back late-blooming 

perennials such as bee balm, cat-

mint, Shasta daisy, black-eyed Su-

sans, and coneflowers for bushier 

growth and more flowers.  (To pinch 

back a flower, prune the last half-

inch of stem with your thumb and 

forefinger.)  

Plant a combination planter for our 

July flower show. The plants must 

be growing together for at least six 

weeks. 

Kathy Habib, President 

http://chippewagardenclub.com/


Chippewa Garden Club Newsletter 

Page 2 May/June 2017 

 

Dates To Remember 

Tuesday, May 9                                              

Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Broadview Hts. Clubroom 

Saturday, May 13                                                

Mother’s Day program from   

10:00-11:30 a.m. at the      

Brecksville branch of the Cuya-

hoga County Public Library   

Contact Carol Burns at          

(440) 823-1394 to volunteer to 

help elementary school children 

make a Mother’s Day card and an        

arrangement. 

May 16-21                                                               

National Garden Club Conven-

tion in Richmond, Virginia 

Tuesday, May 23                                                          

Membership meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Brecksville Human Ser-

vices, Activity Room A.              

Margaret DeWolf, Judy Guinn, 

Susan Jurecki, and Debbie 

Schuckert will present a design 

program based on our July flower 

show schedule. 

Saturday, June 3                                                    

Annual Plant Exchange  

The picnic areas in the Brecks-

ville Reservations cannot be re-

served. It is first come, first 

served. Only the Metroparks can 

reserve a picnic area for their 

own use, and we may not be able 

to find out until the last minute. 

We will have a few members ar-

rive at 9 a.m. on June 3 to        

reserve an area for CGC. 

 

In the yearbook, on page 21, we 

initially selected the Meadows 

picnic area as our first choice. 

However, the restrooms there are 

not as nice as the ones at Harriet 

Keeler Memorial Picnic Area. We 

have changed our first choice to 

the Harriet Keeler Memorial Pic-

nic Area (where we met in 2016) 

with the Meadows Picnic Area as 

second choice and the Plateau 

Picnic Area as third choice. 

 Bring your labeled plants and a 

dish to share.   The Board will 

provide water and table settings. 

Harriet Keeler Memorial Picnic 

Area: enter Chippewa Creek 

Drive from Rt. 82.  Continue 

straight.  Picnic area is across the 

street from the Brecksville Na-

ture Center parking lot. 

Meadows Picnic Area: enter Chip-

pewa Creek Drive from Rt. 82. 

Turn right on Meadows Drive 

(first drive on right.) 

Plateau Picnic Area: enter Chip-

pewa Creek Drive from Rt. 82. 

Continue straight. (Past Harriet 

Keeler and Nature Center).   

Turn right on next drive after 

Valley Parkway. 

For those unfamiliar with the ar-

ea, a map can be found by Goog-

ling “Brecksville Reservation 

Trail Map”.                                    

Kathy Habib 

 

 

June 4-10                                                             

National Garden Week 

Tuesday, June 6         

Field trip to Casa Verde Growers 

10310 E River Rd, Columbia Sta-

tion, OH 44028.  Meet at 1:00 

p.m. for a tour of the facility.   

Aggie says “ Make your own ar-

rangements if you want to car-

pool - but make sure you leave 

enough room for plants! “ 

June 6-7                                                             

Garden  Club of Ohio 89th annu-

al convention in Toledo 

Saturday, June 10                                                                

Garden therapy, 10:00 a.m. at 

Pleasant Lake Care Center.  The 

program is “Hopping into Sum-

mer with Frogs.”  Contact Lynn 

Evans at (440) 668-6128 to help. 

Tuesday, June 13                                                

Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Broadview Hts. Clubroom 

Friday, June 30—Sunday,     

July 2                                           

Brecksville Home Days  Contact 

Lynne Evans to sign up  to staff 

our garden club booth. 
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Flower Show Design 

In preparation for our July flower 

show, Aggie Goss discussed the 

principles of design and led us 

through a hands-on exercise at 

our March 28th meeting.         

The six principles of design are: 

 Balance 

 Contrast 

 Dominance 

 Proportion 

 Scale 

 Rhythm 

Aggie then showed us designs 

that we might see in a flower 

show, and as a group we dis-

cussed each class of four designs, 

describing strengths and weak-

nesses and ultimately ranking 

the designs.  Since her examples 

were from an actual flower 

show, we learned how the judges 

had ranked the designs and com-

pared their results with our own.     

This was a great exercise where 

we gained practical knowledge of 

what is important in creating a 

floral design to enter in a Flower 

Show. 

Pat Gabriel 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden Therapy 

 

On April 8th Chippewa Garden 

Club offered a Garden Therapy 

program entitled “Celebrating 

Easter with the Osterhase” to 

residents of Pleasantview Care 

Center.  CGC members Susan 

Forest, Sharon Hemeyer, Sandy 

Ladebue, and Lynne Evans vol-

unteered to assist eleven resi-

dents in creating spring baskets 

out of recycled plastic containers. 

 During the program, the tradi-

tional German Osterhase legend 

was discussed.  The actual Easter 

Bunny legend is rooted in Ger-

man tradition that stemmed from 

the claims of a family of poor Ger-

man children who found colored 

eggs in their garden and saw a 

large hare leaving the garden as 

they searched for the eggs.                           

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Pleasantview residents of 

German descent recalled the leg-

end and shared their childhood 

memories of the legend. 

  

The importance of using recycled 

plastic containers was also dis-

cussed.  Information on 

the benefits of recycling plastic to 

reduce the amount of gas and oil 

used in creating new plastic 

items were discussed.  Recycling 

ultimately decreases greenhouse 

gas emissions, ground and water 

pollution, and the volume  

of municipal waste.  The group 

then discussed how they could 

participate in recycling within 

their facility.  They decided to 

take the issue of recycling to 

their Resident Council.  The facil-

ities Activity Staff was present 

and agreed to promote recycling 

throughout the facility. 

  

The next Garden Therapy pro-

gram “Hopping into Summer” 

will be on June 10th.  The pro-

gram will include a “frog” craft 

and information on how frogs 

benefit our eco system.  All gar-

den club members are invited to 

participate. Call Lynne Evans for 

more information. 

Lynne Evans 
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Tansy 

(Tanacetum vulgare and 

Tanacetum vulgare ‘Crispum’) 

Tansy is a perennial which be-

longs to the aster family and is 

native to Europe and Asia.       

The word tanacetum comes from 

the Greek for immortality.     

Tansy is commonly known as  

garden buttons or ‘Stinking 

Willie’ (Highland Scots consid-

ered it a weed and named it after 

a hated Lowlands conqueror.) 

The ancient Greeks may have 

been the first to cultivate tansy 

as a medicinal herb. It was grown 

in the gardens of Charlemagne. 

Folklore has it being used as a 

treatment for intestinal worms, 

fever, gout and infertility. 

Christians during the fifteenth 

century served tansy with Lenten 

meals to commemorate the bitter 

herbs eaten by the Israelites. It 

was thought to have had the ad-

ditional Lenten benefit of contain-

ing flatulence brought on by days 

of eating fish. 

 Tansy was used as an insect   

repellent and packed into coffins. 

Tansy wreaths were placed on the 

heads of the dead to repel worms. 

It was used as an embalming 

agent from ancient times to the 

American Revolution. 

 

 

 

 

Puritans brought tansy to Ameri-

ca in the 17th century. Colonial 

Americans rubbed meat with  

tansy to repel insects and spoil-

age. It was worn in their shoes to 

prevent malaria. 

Cherokee Indians used it as tea 

for backaches, and the Cheyenne 

used it as a tea for dizziness and 

weakness. 

Although tansy has been used as 

a flavoring for custards, cakes, 

and puddings, it is TOXIC and 

potentially fatal. It can cause con-

tact dermatitis and kidney or liv-

er damage. 

Tansy has become naturalized in 

America and some species have 

become a noxious weed. It 

spreads by seeds or rhizomes. It 

reaches 3-4 feet tall and will need 

support.                                     

 

Tansy will grow in full sun or 

part shade in moist, well-drained 

soil. It smells like camphor, and 

the leaves and flowers can be 

used in potpourris. The yellow 

button flowers dry easily. 

I have grown Tanacetum vulgare 

‘Crispum’, also known as curly or 

fern-leaf tansy, in my garden for 

more than 20 years, and I have 

had no problems with it becoming 

invasive. I use tomato cages as 

support. I have dried the flowers 

to use in arrangements. It also 

grows in the Squire Rich herb 

garden. The variety ‘Crispum’ is a 

better garden plant, being more 

compact and less pungent. 

Kathy Habib 

 

Note:  Tansy can cause contact 

dermatitis for those who are sen-

sitive to it.  It’s advisable to notify 

guests to the Squire Rich herb 

garden of this potential reaction.   

 

 

 

Tanacetum  
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National Arbor Day, 

April 28th 2017 
Plant A Tree   

This year Chippewa Gar-

den Club was able to visit 

Hilton, Highland, Chippe-

wa and Assumption ele-

mentary schools to meet 

with the third graders and 

distribute Scotch Pine seed-

lings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children were educated 

on the history of Arbor Day 

and instructed on how to 

plant and care for their 

tree seedlings.   

 

Thank you to the many 

volunteers who shared 

their time to help dis-

tribute the tree seed-

lings to the third grad-

ers in our school district. 

 

 In addition, tree seedlings 

were available to Club 

members at our April 

25th meeting.  The remain-

ing tree seedlings were do-

nated to the girl scouts for 

planting. 

 

In all, a total of 500 tree 

seedlings have found a new 

home in our immediate ar-

ea.                                         

 

Thank you again for sup-

porting this community 

service project. 

Lenore Siegman 

  

Assumption Elementary School 

Member Lynne Evans  and Third-Graders 
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To Conserve and Preserve               

Cleveland Metroparks History 101 

Judith MacKeigan, a Cleveland Metroparks histo-

rian and archivist, presented a lively introduction 

to the creation of this wonderful park system which 

is celebrating its 100th anniversary.  To provide for 

“the conservation of natural resources by the crea-

tion, development, and improvement of park dis-

tricts” Ohio House Bill 183 was passed on March 6, 

1917; on July 23, 1917 the first Board of           

Commissioners for the Cleveland Metropolitan 

Park District was appointed; and during that time, 

William A. Stinchcomb offered his services pro bo-

no as Consulting Engineer.  Stinchcomb became 

the first Executive Secretary/Director in 1921 and 

served until 1957.   

Judy’s Power Point presentation included many 

photos, old and new, of the people who shaped the 

park system into what it is today.  She had photos 

of work done by the Works Progress Administra-

tion which constructed the Brecksville Trailside 

Museum and by the Civilian Conservation Corps.   

The young CCC men (ages 18-24) were housed in 

Camps in Brecksville and Euclid and created shel-

ter houses, picnic grounds, foot trails, bridle trails, 

retaining walls and even park roads.  

Judy also discussed acquisition of the land and oth-

er components of the park system.  

Garden club members and 

guests  thoroughly enjoyed 

the presentation and are 

looking forward to asking 

Judy to return to complete 

the story of the Cleveland 

Metroparks.    

Pat Gabriel 

 Judith MacKeigan 

GCO Spring  District Meeting                                                                                                    

Margaret DeWolf, Judy Guinn, Connie Anselmo, Pat Gabriel, Paula Kramer, Jo Ann Bartsch,                                                                    

Aggie Goss, Kathy Ziemba, and Susan Jurecki                                                                                     

Not Pictured:  Kathy Habib and Marian Dougherty 

 


