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One of the advantages of being a                                                                

Master Gardener is the opportunity                                                               

to tour gardens that you may not                                                               

have had the chance to visit on your                                                                    

own.  Past multi-day trips have                                                                     

included Chicago, Columbus,                                                                                                  

and Longwood Gardens. 

This July, the trip was to Buffalo,                                                               

New York, and Ontario, Canada.                                                                         

The first stop was the Buffalo and                                                                     

Erie Botanical Garden.  It is housed                                                                    

in a century old conservatory which displays tropical plants by genus, a 

very educational experience.  After the botanical garden, we attended the 

Buffalo Garden Walk which is held yearly in an area similar to our Ohio 

City, with grand old Victorian houses.  We used 

a map to visit some of the many home gardens 

open to the public.  In most cases, the proper-

ties were very small, and the gardens often in-

cluded tree lawns and front yards, as well as 

backyards. 

We spent day two in Ontario at the Royal       

Botanical Garden in Hamilton.  It has beautiful 

gardens outdoors but a very small conservatory.  Next we visited a laven-

der farm. Unfortunately the blooms had already been harvested, but many 

products were for sale. This area of Ontario has a milder climate that is 

good for growing fruit crops including peaches, plums, and grape; our next 

stop was Peller Winery  for a tour and tasting.  

On day three we toured the Niagara Botanical Garden and Horticulture 

School and the Butterfly House; these are just a few miles north of Niagara 

Falls.  The Niagara Floral Showcase is a mile south of Niagara Falls.       

Floral displays of birdhouses, small buildings and a small working train 

are displayed outside.  A tropical conservatory is housed indoors.   

Please turn the page.                                                                                                        

Buffalo and Erie                            

Botanical Garden  
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President’s Message 

cont. 

If you are ever near Buffalo, New 

York, or Niagara Falls, Canada, 

stop and enjoy any of these fine 

gardens.  (Editor’s note:  Don’t 

forget your passport if you travel 

to Canada.) 

Kathy Habib 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates To Remember 

Tuesday, September 11             

Garden Club of Ohio Fall District 

Meeting at St. Michael’s       

Woodside 

Tuesday, September 11            

Board meeting at 6:30            

at the Broadview Hts. Clubroom 

Tuesday, September 25                

Membership meeting at 7:00 

p.m. at the Brecksville Human  

Services Activity Room A        

We’re keeping with our 2018 

Theme of Native Plants at our 

next membership meeting.  So 

far, however, we’ve focused more 

on perennials.  Andrew Turking-

ton from Davey Tree will give us 

some information on native trees 

suitable for use in our landscape.  

Perhaps you can share with us  

 

your favorite native tree!  A por-

tion of his presentation will be 

devoted to questions and an-

swers.  So bring your arboreal 

questions that evening.             

We will also elect our Executive 

Board for 2019. 

 

Sunday, October 7                    

Apple Butter Festival from 1:00 

to 5:00 p.m. at the Squire Rich 

Museum. 

 

Tuesday, October 9     

Board meeting at 6:30            

at the Broadview Hts. Clubroom 

 

Saturday, October 13                           

Garden Therapy at the Oaks of 

Brecksville  The topic is “Leaves:  

The Main Structure of Photosyn-

thesis.” 

 

Tuesday, October 23            

Membership meeting at 7:00 

p.m. at the Brecksville Human  

Services Activity Room A          

Many of us make an annual trip 

to Dayton Nursery in Norton, 

Ohio.  (It’s not that far from 

home!)  They have a wonderful 

inventory of native plants: peren-

nials, shrubs, etc.  At our October 

meeting, Tom Dayton will expose 

us to his favorite conifers (also 

known as narrow-leaved or nee-

dled evergreens.)  Most of us in-

clude them in our yards primari-

ly for their attractive evergreen 

foliage.  Tom is prepared to give 

us some design tips on using  

these rare and beautiful plants.  

Chances are you’ll be tired of 

thinking about your deciduous 

shrubs (since you’ve been doing 

nothing but raking their leaves) 

and looking forward to thinking 

about plants which don’t lose 

their leaves! 

Jo Ann Bartsch 

 

Nominating Committee 

Notification  

This year’s nominating commit-

tee consists of Sandy Ladebue, 

Diane Mele, and Sandy Spann.  

The following is their proposed 

slate of  officers for 2019.  The 

election will take place at our 

September 25th membership 

meeting at which time the      

President will ask for nomina-

tions from the floor. 

President:                        

Jo Ann Bartsch 

Vice President/President 

Elect:   Open 

Secretary:                            

Sandy Ladebue  

Treasurer:                 

Laura Springer 

Co-Finance:   Lynne Evans 

and Kathy Ziemba 

Historian:   Margaret     

DeWolf 

 

Birdhouses at the                   

Niagara Floral Showcase  

September/October 2018 
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 Ohio Buckeye        

(Aesculus glabra) 

The Ohio buckeye is an attractive 

deciduous tree, one of several of 

the genus Aesculus, and is also 

known as horse chestnut.  The 

common name was derived by 

Native Americans who thought 

the glossy chestnut-brown seeds 

looked like the eye of a buck.   

William Henry Harrison used the 

seeds as a symbol in his 1840 

presidential campaign.  As a re-

sult, Ohioans became known as 

“Buckeyes.” 

In 1950 Ohio State University’s 

sports teams adopted ‘Buckeyes” 

as their official nickname, and on 

October 2, 1953, the Ohio general 

assembly named the Ohio buck-

eye the official state tree. 

Ohio buckeyes are primarily an 

understory tree in western Ohio.  

They are found in the eastern 

half of the state except in extreme 

northeastern and southeastern 

locations.  The Ohio buckeye is 

the only species of Aesculus that 

is widespread in Illinois. 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture fact sheet warns that all 

parts of the tree, including leaves, 

bark, and seeds, are highly toxic 

to humans, livestock, and wild-

life.  Native Americans blanched 

the seeds to extract tannic acid 

used in making leather.   

 

 

Early settlers used the wood for 

cabin making and furniture.  The 

wood today has little commercial 

value except for use in making 

artificial limbs.  Nuts can be used 

in crafts, and carrying a buckeye 

nut is said to bring good luck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ohio buckeye tree prefers 

moist, well-drained soil.  It is 

shade tolerant and often grows as 

an understory tree in beech and 

maple forests.  It is one of the 

first trees to leaf out in the 

spring.  Leaves may develop leaf 

scorch if planted in full sun.   

 

 

 

These trees can also suffer from 

leaf blotch and powdery mildew. 

The Ohio buckeye has showy yel-

low-green flowers that are polli-

nated by ruby-throated hum-

mingbirds and long-tongued bees.  

Seeds ripen by September.  To 

plant the seeds: remove the 

husks, and don’t let the seeds dry 

out.   

Seeds germinate after wintering 

in the ground.  Plant seeds in the 

fall in three inches of loose soil.  

Cover with two to three inches of 

mulch.  Only about fifty percent 

of the seeds will germinate.                                                                                                 

Kathy Habib 

 
Ohio Buckeye Tree 

Ohio Buckeye Seeds 
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Native Roots Fieldtrip 

On July 17, Chippewa Garden 

Club members Connie Anselmo, 

Noreen Butano, Lynne Evans, 

Pat Gabriel, Kathy Habib and 

Sandy Ladebue  went to Native 

Roots, Inc. in Richfield. 

Sonia Bingham, who gave her 

talk “Why Choose Native Plants” 

at our February meeting, is the 

owner. Sonia, along with a friend 

plus her sister in West Virginia 

have been cultivating native 

plant species.  Sonia works full 

time for the Cuyahoga Valley Na-

tional Park.                              

Sonia gave us a tour of her prop-

erty and an explanation about 

the process of gathering seeds,  

 

germinating them, and preparing 

plants for sale.                       

Cleveland Metroparks has given 

Sonia permission to collect seeds 

on their property in exchange for 

a discount on the purchase of 

plants. Sonia's plants were orga-

nized by cultivation types. 

 Posters were available to show 

the plants in bloom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plants are for sale at her home 

and at farmers’ markets (check 

her website for dates at farmers’ 

markets.)                              

Kathy Habib 

Garden Therapy            

August 22 

Native Roots Nursery 

 

 

 

Sandy Ladebue, Lynne     

Evans, and a Resident 

Garden Therapy                   

Wildflowers Design 

Susan Forest and Lynne Evans 

September/October 2018 
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Bees in Your Backyard 

At our August membership meet-

ing, Denise Elsworth, Director of 

The Honeybee and Native Polli-

nator Education Program at Ohio 

State University in Wooster, pre-

sented a program on “Bees in 

Your Backyard”. 

Pollinators include bees, wasps, 

beetles, moths, butterflies and 

ruby-throated hummingbirds.  

Bats are not pollinators in Ohio 

as they are in Southwestern 

states because in Ohio, they eat 

insects.  

Most pollinators are insects.  

Bees, which are vegetarians, are 

attracted to flowers for the nec-

tar. Wasps, which are carnivo-

rous, are attracted to flowers 

looking for prey.  There are about 

500 species of bees in Ohio and 

4000 in North America. 

There are three broad groups of 

bees: 

 Solitary ground-nesting bees, 

which are the majority             

 Cavity nesting solitary bees 

 Social bees such as the non-

native honey bee 

Some native solitary bees are 

leafcutters, carpenter, mason,  

and wool carder. A solitary 

ground-nesting bee spends one 

year underground as an egg, lar-

va, and pupa before emerging as  

 

an adult.   

Cavity-nesting bees use plant 

stems and wood as nesting sites.   

Denise does not recommend using 

bee houses as they attract preda-

tors and disease. 

Bees have feather-like hairs to 

hold pollen and are attracted to 

flowers by colors and scents of 

other bees.      

Pollen is attracted to their legs, 

armpits, and abdomens by static 

electricity.  

Bees are central place foragers 

which means that they live in a 

central place and forage out from 

that point.                                      

If you want to attract bees and 

other pollinators, provide flowers 

with a diversity of flower shapes 

and colors;  nesting sites close to 

crops; plants with late-season  

 

blooms; and native plants.  

Threats to pollinators include: 

pests and pathogens, pesticides, 

climate change, and invasive 

plants. 

Denise suggested the following 

websites which promote pollina-

tors: 

Pollinators.org – to promote the 

health of pollinators critical to 

food and ecosystems through con-

servancy, education, and re-

search. 

Beelab.osu.edu – Dedicated to re-

search on topics related to honey-

bees, wild bees and other pollina-

tors. 

Ohio bee atlas- used to document 

the distribution and identification 

of bumblebees. However, records 

of all bees are encouraged.                                   

Use iNaturalist to take photos of 

bees on flowers, and submit to bee 

atlas. 

iNaturalist is a citizen science 

project and online social network  

to map biodiversity. 

Xerces.org – Xerces society works 

to protect invertebrates and their 

habitats. 

Kathy Habib 
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More About Bees 

Hopefully Denise Ellsworth’s presentation at our August membership meeting got you thinking a good 

deal about bees in your yard.  Here’s a list of bee-useful flowers from one of the OSU webinars.  The list 

includes sources of both pollen and nectar….what we learned is the “reward” for a bee visiting a flow-

er.”  How many do you have in your yard?  Jo Ann Bartsch 

Purple prairie clover  

Dense Blazingstar 

Butterfly milkweed 

Wild Bergamot 

Stiff goldenrod 

New England Aster 

Lanceleaf coreopsis 

Beardstongue 

 

Rattlesnake master 
Mountain-mint 

All photos from Ohio Prairie Nursery  

September/October 2018 
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When Beverly Sirey retired in 

June of 2017, CGC member Jim 

Armstrong, a neighbor and long 

time friend, invited her to at-

tend  a garden club meeting.  She 

was looking for new activities 

that coupled with the plan to 

spend more time working in her 

flower beds.  She agreed to go to  

a few meetings,  liked what she 

heard and the friendly people she 

met, and decided to join the club. 

Soon after Beverly joined, she  

volunteered to help with Garden 

Therapy at The Oaks and worked 

at the Home Days booth.   She’s 

an active member of the Brecks-

ville-Broadview Heights C.E.R.T., 

starting certification training this 

fall and is also involved in several 

volunteer services at her church, 

Community of Hope Church. 

She enjoys our garden club 

speakers  and appreciates any 

tidbits of knowledge that she can 

pick up She says that she has 

never spent much time  garden-

ing so this is a new hobby for her. 

Beverly’s  yard/flower beds are a 

work in progress.  Thanks to her 

green thumb friends she has been 

able to acquire quite a few plants 

from them, and she’s just learn-

ing  where to locate plants and 

how to grow them. 

During the summer/fall she      

helps with her brother's garlic 

farm in Jefferson, Ohio.  In fall 

they plant, in summer they har-

vest and sell the crop at a road-

side stand, on craigslist, and at 

farmer’s markets. She also  like 

to braid  and to make floral      

designs with the garlic.  This past 

year they planted 20,000 cloves of  

garlic.   All planting and harvest-

ing (including the scapes) are 

done by hand. The 2018 crop has      

already sold out!  

Beverly loves the physical aspect 

of gardening, the conversations 

with gardeners from whom she 

learns, and her own  plant       

research.      

She likes to see the fruits of her 

labor when her plants actually 

grow.  But she doesn't  like 

the critters when they undo her 

hard work. 

Beverly has fun making potted 

arrangements with the garlic and 

doing braids.  She loves to deco-

rate indoor and out with plants so 

she would like to learn more 

about floral design. 

When asked to share any other 

thoughts about gardening, Bever-

ly replied that “Gardeners are so 

generous with their knowledge 

and plants---I look forward to the 

day that I can be the provider of 

both to others!” 

Pat Gabriel 

  

  

Getting To Know You 
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Squire Rich Corn Roast 

Sunday, August 19, was a beauti-

ful day for the Brecksville Histor-

ical Association’s Annual Corn 

Roast and resulted in many tours 

of the house and the herb garden.  

Jo Ann Bartsch and I prepared 

the garden the Friday before to 

make it welcoming and inviting.  

The Iron Weed was magnificent!  

Brilliant purple flowers grew 

high above the fence, and each 

person wanted to know what it 

was.  Many herb clippings were 

taken for those who wanted 

them, and children are always 

curious to smell herbs, learn 

about the sun dial and the polli-

nators. 

I’m always surprised when some-

one approaches the herb garden 

and says, “I didn’t even know this 

was here.”  I must be too close to 

our little gem of a garden.  Every-

one leaves with herb clippings if 

they so choose. They know that 

Jane Ann Rich was an herbalist 

and had an herb garden and that 

the herbs they observe are typical 

of those she would have had in 

her garden.  No pesticides and no 

fertilizer!  They learn that the 

herb garden was installed by our 

garden club in 1981 and has been 

enhanced and maintained since.  

They also learn that the herb gar-

den is part of MetroParks, and 

that they are welcome to visit any 

time. 

 

 

Thanks to Sandy Ladebue and 

Laura Springer for helping out 

with tours while Jo Ann wore her 

other hat as a board member of 

the Historical Association and 

helped out with the corn roast. 

The next event at the herb gar-

den is the annual Apple Butter 

Festival in October.  If you    

haven’t visited the herb garden, 

why not come to the Apple Butter 

Festival.  It’s typically a very nice 

fall day. 

Judy Guinn 

 

Garden Mart 

Sunday, August 19, Chippewa 

Garden Club held its second an-

nual Garden Mart in conjunction 

with the Brecksville Historical 

Association Corn Roast at the  

Squire Rich Historical site.   

Members donated garden and 

household items to sell at the 

garden mart  fund raiser.  Cleve-

land Metroparks provided a tent, 

and members set up tables for 

the sale.                               

The weather cooperated, and we 

had a successful fund raiser. 

Thanks to all who participated.          

Kathy Habib 

Garden Mart 

Lynne Evans and I would like to 

thank everyone who donated 

items for our garden mart sale.  

Thank you to our members who 

took the time to bring things, and  

thank you to the ones who helped 

us that day:  Kathy Habib, Deb-

bie Schuckert, Jim Armstrong,        

Jo Ann Bartsch, Jo Ann Sher-

man, Judy Guinn, Laura            

Springer, and Aggie Goss. 

Thank you for 

your support!  

Kathy Ziemba 
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