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By now you should have already re-

ceived your yearbook and have been re-

introduced to this year’s theme: 

“Celebrating Our 70th Anniversary.”  

You’ve also noticed how the theme runs 

throughout 2019, as it should.  The 

highlight of 2019 will of course be our 

Flower Show celebrating the million or 

so memories we have made throughout 

our 70-year history as a garden club.  

Be prepared to learn some new flower 

show rules, techniques, and classes.  As 

I’m writing this, I’m reminded of an edi-

torial article I just read suggesting we forget about making 

New Year Resolutions that are too hard to keep and are easily 

forgotten.  Instead simply resolve to do something new.     Well, 

we certainly will be trying that this year! 

 

You’ve probably also noticed our logo to the right.  It occurred 

to me while I was looking through our history books that quite 

a few of our members may not be familiar with these signs.  

For many decades this drawing was the cover of our yearbooks.  

It depicts our very first community project as a garden club.  

These were entrance signs to Brecksville designed, constructed, 

installed and maintained by Chippewa.  The signs acknowledge 

both our geographical heritage as a part of the Western Re-

serve and our commitment as a designated bird sanctuary.  

When you have a chance, read the history of Chippewa includ-

ed in this year’s yearbook.  If you have remembrances that you 

think should be added, please do so.  It’s a living document! 

 

And now we begin the traditional and the new yearly activities 

in the Chippewa calendar.  I’m hoping you will participate and 

enjoy as much of them as you can. 
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Dates To Remember 

February 2 – Garden Therapy at 

Oaks of Brecksville. 

“Heart of Hearts” 

February is the month of hearts 

and love.  Participants will make 

an air dry clay heart decorated 

with imprinted horticulture, dec-

orative beads, sentimental salu-

tations and ribbon to commemo-

rate Valentine’s Day. 

 

February 12 – Board Meeting, 

6:30 PM, 

Broadview Heights Club Room.  

 

February 26 – Membership 

Meeting, 7:00 PM, 

Brecksville Human Services,   

Activity Room A. 

“Exhibiting Horticulture in a 

Flower Show” 

Horticulture exhibits will take 

center stage at our 2019 Flower 

Show.  It’s never too early to 

begin thinking about what you’ll 

be growing this season!  Join us 

for a “refresher” on how to pre-

pare your exhibits, the rules, and 

tips for successful ribbon win-

ning. 

Two of our Club’s Master Garden-

ers, Kathy Habib and Jo Ann 

Bartsch are presenting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You                            

for Your Support! 

 
Chippewa Garden Club's 2018 

annual holiday fundraiser, 

“Decorating for Holiday Enter-

taining,” was held at the Brecks-

ville Community Center Novem-

ber 13th and was a great success 

thanks in part to the hard work 

and donations of our members.  A 

special “Thank You” to all of you 

who crafted, baked, sold tickets, 

helped set up the event, or donat-

ed.  A special acknowledgment 

goes out to Connie Anselmo and 

Sandy Spann for their help in 

selling ads for the event's pro-

gram and in procuring communi-

ty donations. 

 Sandy Apidone and her team of 

designers once again entertained  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the roomful of participants   

with a full array of design ideas 

and tidbits to kick off the Holi-

days with festive creations.   

A new addition to this year's 

show included six tables decorat-

ed with varied design suggestions 

for table scape options. Thanks to 

Sandy and her team for a terrific 

job. 

 The proceeds from the fundraiser 

will ensure that Chippewa Gar-

den Club's community projects 

for 2019 will be funded.  Chippe-

wa Garden Club's members have 

once again demonstrated their 

camaraderie.  Thank You! 

 

Lynne Evans                     

Kathy Ziemba 

Co-Finance Chairpersons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Matusek, Sandy Apidone, Linda Pierce, Donna 

Escano, and Corey Calamante 
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CGC Members Decorating Brecksville for the       

Holidays:  Sandy Ladebue, Margaret DeWolf,      

Mary Lou Melena, and Debby Compton   

Glow—Cleveland Botanical Garden       

CGC’s Tree “Songs of  Yesteryear” 

The beautiful ornaments and the decorated tree were 

crafted by:  Lynne Evans, Aggie Goss, Kathy Habib,  

Sharon Hemeyer,  Debbie Schuckert,                            

and  Kathy Ziemba  
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2019 Perennial                        

of the Year 

Each year the Perennial Plant 

Association names the perennial 

of the year.  Stachys monnieri , 

Alpine Betony, has been named 

2019 perennial plant of the year. 

This mint family plant is native 

to Europe and Asia, and is a 

cousin to lamb’s ear (Stachys byz-

antine.) 

Alpine Betony which resembles 

purple salvia is hardy in zones 4-

8, grows to a height of 1 ½ -2 feet, 

is low maintenance, and has a 

long bloom time of July through 

September. It does well in full 

sun to partial shade.  Established 

plants have some drought toler-

ance, but it does best in moist but 

well-drained soil, as young plants 

do not tolerate drought well.  

This plant spreads by stolons.  

Divide these clump-forming 

plants in the spring.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpine Betony has no significant 

disease problems and is deer and 

rabbit resistant. It attracts bees, 

butterflies and hummingbirds.  

Deadhead plants after blooming 

for a potential second bloom. Use 

in borders, as a ground cover, and 

in cottage gardens. 

Kathy Habib 

CGC 2018                        

Annual Meeting 

Chippewa Garden Club held its 

annual meeting on December 2 at 

Creekside Restaurant in Brecks-

ville on an unusually warm      

December day.                                                                                                                

Lynne Evans demonstrated mak-

ing a 70th anniversary centerpiece 

using natural materials. Center-

pieces on each table were then 

awarded to lucky garden club 

members.                                 

Jo Ann Bartsch gave the invoca-

tion, followed by lunch.                                                                     

 

 

After the treasurer’s  report, out-

going president Kathy Habib pre-

sented the blue vase award to Pat 

Gabriel for her tireless work on 

our outstanding  newsletter. This 

was followed by the installation 

of incoming president, Jo Ann 

Bartsch.  Jo Ann’s theme for 2019 

is “Celebrating our 70th Anniver-

sary.”                                                                                                                       

The 2019 budget was presented 

to members and was unanimous-

ly approved.   

The 2019 flower show which is 

July 13 and 14 was unveiled.  

Flower Show committee members 

will share additional information 

at our membership programs. 

Kathy  Habib 

 

Stachys monnieri  

Table Centerpiece                                 

Lynne Evans 

Blue vase                                                                                                                    

with Roses                                                                                                                   

crooning songs of love 
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Garden Therapy 

Volunteers Needed! 

 Chippewa Garden Club volun-

teers presented the Garden Ther-

apy program “Sledding Through 

Winter Solstice” to the residents 

of The Oaks of Brecksville on     

December 1, 2018.  Participating 

residents of The Oaks decorated 

wooden sleds with winter-

inspired decorations and the help 

of CGC volunteers.  The decora-

tions included silver tree twigs, 

bottle brush pine trees, pine 

cones, artificial white statice, and 

burlap-polka dot ribbon.  The par-

ticipants painted the sleds brown 

and created a design with the flo-

ral material, attaching it to the 

sled. 

 

The group discussed the cause of 

the Winter Solstice (the shortest 

day and longest night of the year) 

which is due to the tilt of the 

North Pole away from the sun.  

Residents also spoke of past win-

ter memories while they worked.         

 

At the end of the creative process, 

residents were very pleased with  

the result of their work.        

“These are adorable.” remarked 

two residents who socialized to-

gether during the group. 

 

This Garden Therapy program 

ended the Chippewa Garden Club 

programs for 2018.  Garden Ther-

apy 2019 programs will begin on 

Feb. 2, 2019, with “Heart of 

Hearts.”  Participants will cele-

brate the month of love by creat-

ing clay hearts imprinted with 

horticulture material with deco-

rations, ribbon and sentimental 

salutations. 

 

Thanks to Sandy Ladebue and 

Bev Sirey for their assistance in 

the December program and to  

Susan Jurecki, Chris Sparano, 

Susan Forest and Sharon Hemey-

er for their help and dedication to 

the garden therapy programs 

throughout this past year.   

 

A total of six programs are 

planned for 2019, and we are in 

need of more volunteers.  Please 

consider joining our fun group. 

You will be greatly appreciated by 

the seniors at The Oaks, learn 

basic floral design and craft tid-

bits, and enjoy being a part of a 

meaningful community program.  

 

Feel free to give me a call for fur-

ther information. (440-668-6128) 

Merry Winter! 

Lynne Evans 

Garden Therapy Chairperson 

Exhibiting Horticulture 

in a Flower Show 

At our January 22 membership 

meeting, Margaret DeWolf and 

Kathy Habib presented a power 

point program highlighting our 

2018 activities.  We served a 70th 

anniversary cake to begin our 

platinum anniversary year.  

Yearbooks were distributed and 

President Jo Ann Bartsch re-

viewed our 2019 planned activi-

ties as published in the yearbook. 

We welcomed new member Bob-

bie Anderson and two guests to 

the meeting. 

Margaret DeWolf and Deb 

Schuckert discussed our upcom-

ing flower show and asked mem-

bers to fill out a questionnaire on 

what botanical entries they might 

want to enter. 

Kathy Habib 

 

AAS Winners      

 To salivate over this year’s new 

and fabulous flowers and vegeta-

bles go to the All-American       

Selections AAS Winners website 

https://all-americaselections.org/

winners/                                         

I was excited to see Nasturtium 

Baby Rose since I grew nastur-

tium as a kid.  What an easy flow-

er to plant with children and 

grandchildren.  There are many 

more flowers and vegetables in-

cluding lots of tomatoes.           

Pat Gabriel 


