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One of the hardest things for me to accept as
part of a Garden Club was putting on a Flower Show. The whole idea seemed foreign to
me. Shouldn’t being in a garden club mean
growing things, learning how to grow plants,
how to put them together in your yard, and
exploring plants that I never tried before?
Cutting them up or hauling them in pots to
some common area so others could judge
them seemed like a strange, even somewhat
uncomfortable, idea.
Yet, I went along with the flock of garden clubbers and exhibited whatever
I could from my meager condominium front flower bed. A handful of surprising blue ribbons that year was the beginning of an obsession. And this
year, 2019, Chippewa is having a Horticulture Specialty Flower Show that
will continue to feed that obsession (now entering its second decade!)
How much planning and thinking are you doing regarding your horticultural entries? You’ve seen the draft schedule already (The Law of the
Show) so you should have a general idea of what you grow that you could
enter. Think about trying something you’ve never tried before….like a
combination planter or a collection. Think about using those design genes
that may be itching to do something a bit more creative and plant a fairy
garden or a terrarium. Peruse the classes in the Botanical Arts Division
for something you’ve never thought of doing in a Flower Show.
Yes, it appears that I’m encouraging you to GO SHOPPING! Get some
new plants, buy some seeds for something you’ve never grown, and get
them started so they’ll be blooming in time. Remember the Flower Show
Law of Possession: by April 14, 2019, you need to have most plants safely
growing in your home or yard. By May 31, 2019, you need to have already
purchased those plants for any combination planter you’re thinking of creating. Really, there isn’t that much time….let’s all get going!
Jo Ann Bartsch
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Dates To Remember
March
Tuesday, March 12
Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at
the Broadview Hts. Clubroom
Tuesday, March 26
Membership meeting at 7:00
p.m. at the Brecksville Human
Services Activity Room A
“Learning All About Botanical
Arts”
Our 2019 Flower Show will be a
Horticulture Specialty Show and
will feature a Division called Botanical Arts. This is something
fairly new to us and hopefully will
open up new challenges to exhibit
horticulture in ways we’ve never
done before. Our Flower Show
judges are ready to show us what
we might be able to enter and, of
course, all the rules we need to
follow. Be prepared to have your
horizons expanded.

April
Tuesday, April 9
Garden Club of Ohio
Spring District Meeting
at St. Michael’s Woodside,
Broadview Heights, OH
If you're interested in attending,
and want to sit at our Chippewa
table, you can make your reservation through me. Send/give me a
check for $25, made out to
GCO, by March 26 (that's the
date of our March membership
meeting).
l

I’ll send in all the reservations
together on March 27. If you
miss the deadline, you can always
send it in on your own!
Jo Ann Bartsch
Tuesday, April 9
Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at
the Broadview Hts. Clubroom
Saturday, April 13
Garden Therapy at the Oaks
of Brecksville “Pansies for
Mom” In preparation for Mother’s Day, participants will create
cards of sentiment to the females
in their lives who are mothers,
daughters, and friends by transferring pansy blooms onto paper.

Tuesday, April 23
Membership Meeting at 7:00
p.m. at the Brecksville Human
Services, Activity Room A.
“Cacti and Other Succulents”
Member Kathy Habib has updated and revised her presentation
on these plant types. Come see
what she’s done. Has she added
one of your favorites?
Monday and Tuesday, April 29
and 30
National Garden Club Convention in Biloxi, MS.

April 22-26
We celebrate Arbor Day with
the third-graders in our
Brecksville Broadview
Heights School District .
Join us by handing out tree seedlings at various times and days
depending on school schedules.
Watch your email for sign-up
opportunities.
Orchid Mania
Photos by Lenore Siegman
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February Membership
Meeting

2019 Herb of the Year

Each year, the International Herb
Association names the herb of the
In preparation for our July 13-14
year. The herb of the year for 2019
flower show, Jo Ann Bartsch and
is Anise Hyssop (Agastache foenicuKathy Habib presented “Entering
lum.) This mint family plant is naHorticulture in a Horticulture Spetive to the prairies and plains of
cialty Flower Show.” The program
North America, from the upper
emphasized that “The Flower
Midwest to Canada. It grows two to
Show Schedule Is the Law.”
four feet tall, needs full sun to parThe requirements for a successful
tial shade, and dry to medium soil in
flower show entry are plant material zones 3-8. Anise hyssop is a shortthat is well-grown by the exhibitor,
lived plant, so allow it to re-seed.
well-groomed and staged, and corGoldfinches may eat the seeds.
rectly identified by its scientific and
common names. We demonstrated
how members should fill out entry
cards and described the process for
entering their exhibits on the day
before judging. They were shown
how to enter container-grown plants,
cut and arboreal specimens, and collections and combination planters.
New to a Chippewa Garden Club
flower show is a section on entering
plants, such as tillandsias, that are
grown without soil. Several new
rules are also in effect: common
names are to be written in parentheses, and arboreal specimens must be
in the exhibitor’s possession for six
months.
Handouts were distributed, and the
Power Point Program and handouts
were emailed to all members to help
them in the process of entering this
year’s flower show.
Kathy Habib

Agastache foeniculum
Anise hyssop blooms June through
September and attracts butterflies,
bees, bumble bees, and hummingbirds.

Plants are deer and drought resistant.
Grow this perennial in beds, native
plants gardens, or containers. I have
grown anise hyssop in a whiskey
barrel for many years where it has
attracted pollinators in summer
months and goldfinches in the fall.
Kathy Habib

Tuesday, May 28
Fieldtrip to Casa Verde
Casa Verde is located at 10310 E.
River Road in Columbia Station,
Ohio 44028 and are the wholesale greenhouses that supply the
Petittis’ stores. Buying plants at
this time enables members to
make and enter combination
planters for our flower show. The
tour begins at 9:30
AM. Members can make their
own carpool arrangements but
should remember to keep enough
space in their car for plant purchases.
Aggie Goss

The flowers vary in color from white
to pink and blue to lavender. They
make good cut or dried flowers. The
flowers are unscented, but the leaves
have a licorice-like aroma. Native
Americans used infusions to treat
coughs and fevers. Leaves can be
used in potpourri.
Plants have no significant pests but
may develop powdery mildew in
damp weather.

Blue Vase
with daffodils shouting “It’s
spring! Let’s garden!”
Photo by Alex Poole
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Many thanks to volunteers
Christmas In
Connie Anselmo, Noreen Butano,
August
On February 2, 2019, volunteers and Sandy Ladebue who adeptly
from the Chippewa Garden Club led the participants through a The Chippewa Garden Club
presented the Garden Therapy very therapeutic program.
Finance Committee would like to
program “Heart of Hearts” to the
announce a CGC fundraiser,
residents of The Oaks of Brecks- The next Garden Therapy pro- “Christmas in August.” This
th
ville.
The program celebrated gram is planned for April 13 .in fundraiser will raise money in
February, the month of hearts preparation for Mother's Day cel- support of the Club's 2020 comand love, by making air dry clay ebration. Call Lynne Evans for munity projects.
hearts decorated with imprinted more information on Garden
horticulture, decorative beads, Therapy events.
The event will be in conjunction
sentimental salutations, and rib- Lynne Evans
with the Brecksville Historical
bon to commemorate Valentine's
Association Corn Roast on August
Day.
18, 2019. We will have a tent

Garden Therapy News

where we will sell Christmas
items and decorations.

The Chippewa Garden Club volunteers guided the twelve participants in rolling and modeling the
air dry clay; however, each resident participant created their
own distinct creation of love while
imprinting horticultural material
and adding beads and individual
Valentine greetings.

We are asking for donations of
gently used and clean Yuletide
items. It's not too early to set
aside or to gather items and to
mark your calendars.
Being Christmas elves in August
will be a fun event!!
More information will be announced throughout the year.
Thank you all in advance for your
donations.

Orchid Mania
Photo by Lenore Siegman

The activities room was full of
conversation and creativity
throughout the program and every participant appeared to thoroughly enjoy themselves and the
product of their efforts.

Lynne Evans
Kathy Ziemba
Finance Co-chairs

Orchid Mania
Photo by Lenore Siegman

Chippewa Garden Club Newsletter
March/April 2019

Page 5

WILL CONTINUED
CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECT Dengue. (Green America report
12/7/2018). The conclusion from
OUR COMMUNITIES?
First, is there science proving
that there is an issue, or is it all
hype? Short answer —Yes
There is science to prove that climate change is real. The latest
reports issued came out right after
Thanksgiving: the Fourth US National Climate Assessment (https://
nca2018.globalchange.gov/ ) and
the United Nations IPCC Climate
Change and Land Special Report.

Next, will there be local United
States effects expected to affect
our homes and communities?
Short answer — Yes. Effects of
climate change have already begun, and Americans are dealing
with increased severity of hurricanes, wildfires, flooding from
heavy rainfalls, and vanishing components in current ecosystems.
The report confirms that we can
expect more “frequent and intense
extreme weather and climaterelated events” that will cause severe damage to stressed ecosystems, unequal social systems, and
deteriorating infrastructure. Rising
temperatures create an environment that has the potential to
threaten human health by increasing water and food borne diseases,
heat related deaths, asthma and
allergic illnesses. Climate change
will alter the geographic range of
disease-carrying insects, exposing
a wider range of people to Lyme
disease, Zika, West Nile, and

this report is that a wide range of
ecosystems will be severely impacted. Agriculture, fisheries, energy production, transportation infrastructure and the healthcare
system all are projected to be impacted by changing temperature,
changing rainfall, and/or changing
storm intensities.

So, is there something that regular citizens can do to make a difference on the impact of climate
change (locally)? Short Answer:
YES (always!) The choices that
you implement can make a difference.
First: Do some research and become aware of what is affecting
your own environment. There are
many sources out there open to
the “average human being.” Bring
that information to your own garden club and decide if there is an
action that your club wishes to pursue. Garden clubs have been the
first line of defense for communities for decades.

Second: Take a look at your own
habits and plantings in your yards.
Is there a way you can create a
decrease in green house or carbon
dioxide emissions? Can you create an increase in carbon sequestration? Sure, there is. Plant a
tree! Encourage more green
space in your community. Maybe
even organize a “climate Victory

Garden.” I am a huge proponent of
supporting local grown crops and
locally owned small businesses.
Work for your neighborhoods.

Become informed and active in
your community. Seek out science
-based facts and create/promote
decisions that reflect improvement
of your own environment (and
maybe more!)
Pat Rupiper, Environmental
Schools Chairman

Rupiper, Pat. “Will Continued
Climate Change Affect Our Communities?” Keeping in Touch.
February 2019: 5
This article was reprinted at the
request of President Jo Ann
Bartsch and with the permission
of the author, Pat Rupiper.

