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Dear Members,
As I mentioned during our August
Membership Meeting, I believe our
organization is at a critical, maybe
even a tipping point. A core group
of us have been swapping offices
and committees for a number of
years. We desperately need more of
us to step up to participatory leadership roles, beyond just participating
in events. I’m concerned that if it
doesn’t happen, our mission will
need to be severely curtailed, something I’d rather not see happen.
What project would you want to see
fall by the wayside?
So examine your conscience: is
there something more you can contribute to Garden Club? Is there a
specific project or standing committee you feel you can lead for 2020?
Is there an office that you might be
able to devote two meetings/month
and some preparatory time for?
The Executive Board functions as a
team…we have each other’s backs
and we pick up slack when needed.
We all have other commitments to
family and jobs, other organizations,
our own health. Just what can you
offer? I’m waiting to hear from you
to pitch your ideas about the health
of this organization and how it could
be improved.
For those of you who don’t follow

Entrance Sign to Brecksville
CGC’s First Community Project

state legislation, you should be
aware that Governor DeWine signed
a bill on July 18 making April Ohio
Native Plant Month. The Garden
Club of Ohio presented testimony
during the bill’s committee hearings.
We just spent an entire year (2018)
celebrating Ohio native plants so we
should be ready to do something
next year in April. Any suggestions? Here’s the logo for the effort….featuring the quintessential
native flower, the trillium.

Hope to see all of you at the September Membership Meeting – the 2020
elections are very important. You
should not be missing!
Jo Ann
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Dates To Remember
Tuesday, September 10
Garden Club of Ohio Fall
District Meeting at St.
Michael’s Woodside
See President Bartsch’s August
7th email for more information.
Tuesday, September 10
Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. at
the Broadview Hts. Club Room

Tuesday, October 8
Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. at
the Broadview Hts. Club Room
Saturday, October 12
Garden Therapy at the Oaks
of Brecksville. The theme is
Herbal Dream Pillows.

Tuesday, October 22
Membership Meeting at
7:00 p.m. at the Brecksville
Tuesday September 24
Human Services, Activity
Membership Meeting at 7:00
Room A.
p.m. at the Brecksville Human
Chad Clink will present Green
Services, Activity Room A.
Gary Esmond from the Cleveland Side Up: Tree Planting Best
Practices. Tree planting
Botanical Garden will return to
doesn’t take a lot of time, but it
give a talk titled Johnny Appleseed: Fact or Fiction. Get ready critically impacts the long life
of a tree. See how it’s done
to campaign for your favorite
right…..and wrong.
apple variety.
Our business meeting will include
a vote on the proposed changes to
the CGC Constitution and Bylaws. Additionally, we will discuss the slate of officers for the
2020 year and vote on the slate of
officers. Please refer to page 9
for the language of this
change and for the proposed
slate.
Sunday, October 6
Apple Butter Festival at the
Squire Rich Museum
Come for apple butter and fritters
and help with our Herb Garden
tours.

Division II
Botanical Arts Photography
Section D. “Shining Star” Earth Wind and Fire

Division II - Botanical Arts
Section C. “Secret Garden” Bruce Springsteen

Flower Show Photo
Credit Noreen Butano
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A Million Garden
Memories: Going
Platinum in 2019

This is the first time the club has The club gave visitors a pamphlet
presented a show with only Horti- indicating the best direction in
culture.
which to view the show.

As visitors came through the entry way of the Community Center, they enjoyed seven designs
The club’s first Horticulture Spe- that represented the seven deccialty Show resulted in an outades and the reason Chippewa
standing achievement due to the Garden Club members are celeresults of members who gave gen- brating the club’s 70th Platinum
erously of their time, efforts and Anniversary. These designs were
talents. I would like to thank the created by seven CGC members
Flower Show Committee, all
and were Invitational Designs
members who entered plant ma- and not judged as they were not
terial and exhibits, and members part of the actual Horticulture
who prepared and served break- Specialty Flower Show.
fast and lunch. A thank you to
members who contributed staging and signage to transform a
bare room into a garden atmosphere. Also, an enormous thank
you to Debbie Schuckert, CoChairman, whose dedication to
the show was exceptional.
Thank You - Chippewa Garden
Club Members!

The following is a small capsule
of what transpired at the flower
show.
Chippewa Garden Club members
recently produced an awesome
flower show on July 13-14, 2019,
to celebrate the club’s 70th Anniversary. The title of the show
held at the Brecksville Community Center was A Million Garden Memories….Going Platinum
Division I—Horticulture
in 2019. The show was an NGC
Section F. “You Don't Bring Me Flowers
Horticulture Specialty Flower
Neil Diamond
Show.

Photo Credit Noreen Butano

Opening the flower show doors
and viewing the connecting three
rooms of various shades of green
entries created a magnificent
view. I still recall that “leaves of
green” sight and feeling when
opening the doors of the flower
show for the first time. When visitors entered the room they
walked by an antique wooden
bench holding a beautiful container of colorful begonias at one
end of the bench and a platinum
framed floral photograph taken
by club member Neil Evans at the
other end of the bench. Clusters
of large potted plants surrounded
this area. The room provided a
variety of pleasant flower fragrances and garden plant scents
as the warm air carried them
through the adjoining three
rooms. The perfume of Stargazer
lilies, petunias, lavender, fern,
marigolds and pine were lovely
fragrances that added another
level of enjoyment to the show.
The Chippewa members presented 61 classes of horticulture in
Division I with 298 horticulture
entries. There were 13 classes in
Division II, of which there were
ten classes of creative horticulture and 40 horticulture entries.
Please turn to page 4
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A Million Garden
Memories: Going
Platinum in 2019 cont.

The fourth and fifth grade gardeners participated in a poster,
poetry or essay contest using the
theme “The Trees in my Central
Botanical Arts Photography had 3 School Yard are Terrific.”
classes with 55 entries. These toCongratulations to all of our ribtaled 77 classes and 393 entries.
bon winners. I sincerely owe you
Add to this number the Educaa huge thank you for a job well
tional and Youth entries. Redone in 2019.
member all these exhibits were
I believe we have all grown
grown or created by club memthrough this 70th Anniversary
bers. What an awesome accomflower show celebration.
plishment!

Club and to continue to grow and
bloom together in the coming
years.
Check out our website— chippewagardenclub.com—for a complete list of all of the award winners.
Thanks to all members and their
families who participated in this
flower show making it very
successful.

Margaret DeWolf
May we all continue to share this A Million Garden Memories
The show included a Botanical
Flower Show Co-Chairman
Arts Division with Botanical Arts passion for Chippewa Garden
Horticulture and Botanical Arts
Photography. The Horticulture
Section featured topiaries, manipulated plants, manipulated cacti,
dried flowers, pressed flowers and
miniature gardens. The Photography Section gave members the
opportunity to submit photographs of private gardens, public
gardens, and close-ups of plants
and/or animals. The photographs
were displayed on black metal
room dividers.
Two other Divisions included in
the show were an Educational
Division which focused on the
club’s history and the physiology
of the white-tailed deer. The
Youth Division consisted of winners of the Central School Tree
City contest and were displayed
on a large louvered partition.
This contest was part of the Recess Gardening Program at Central School.

Flower Show Co-Chairs
Margaret DeWolf and Debbie Schuckert
Photo credit Noreen Butano
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Edible Landscaping
This allowed the government to
ship commercially grown produce
to troops overseas. More than
twenty million Victory gardens
were planted. Edibles were lost
in the American landscape after
WWII until a recent revival of
interest.

Edible trees and shrubs are the
anchors of edible landscape beds
and provide seasonal interest.
Fruit trees to include are apple,
pear, plum, and quince. Edible
shrubs may include blueberry,
red currant, blackberry, gooseberry or elderberry.

Some advantages of edible landscaping are fresh home-grown
food which saves energy needed
Edible landscaping is one of the
oldest forms of gardening. It com- to transport produce, saves grocery money, and controls the
bines the need for herbs, fruits
and vegetables with the need for chemicals on food. We’re also
able to grow varieties that are not
beautiful outdoor spaces.
available in stores like heirloom
Ancient Persian gardens comvegetables.
bined edible and ornamental
plants, medieval monasteries in- Some disadvantages of edible
cluded flowers, fruit and vegeta- landscaping are: Is it appropriate
to the site, and how will it look?
bles in their gardens, and 19th
century English gardens included There might be chemical drift
from neighboring yards. You canedible fruits and berries.
not mix toxic plants with edibles,
During WWI and WWII, Ameriand you do not want to attract
cans were encouraged to plant
bees and wasps next to decks or
Victory gardens in backyards and
other outdoor spaces.
on rooftops to provide food for
homes.

Some vegetables to use in an edible landscape or in containers are
squash, lettuce, Swiss chard,
kale, tomatoes, peppers, beans
and cauliflower.

Edible landscaping is the use of
food-producing plants in a residential landscape. These edible
plants can replace or grow among
ornamental plants. Edible plants
can fit into any style of garden as
long as it is free from herbicides
and pesticides. They can be
grown in the front, back or side
yard, or in containers.

Swiss chard and lettuce in Decorative Bed

Herbs and edible flowers include
basil, chives, dill, fennel, scented
geraniums, nasturtiums, lavender, violas, violets, parsley or
thyme.
Kathy Habib

Photo credit Kathy Habib

Kale and cabbage in Container
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Garden Therapy
On August 10, 2019, Chippewa
Garden Club presented the garden therapy program The Art of
Drying Herbs at the Oaks of
Brecksville. The gathering of
herbs and other floral material
began at Chippewa Garden
Club's 70th Anniversary Flower
Show A Million Garden Memories
which was held in mid-July when
flower show participants donated
some of their horticultural entries
for the project. Other herbs were
collected from the Squire Rich
Museum garden and from CGC
members’ gardens. Natural materials used included mint, cloves,
fennel, lemon balm, rosemary,
lavender, bay leaves and rose
petals.
Garden therapy members guided
the participants of
the Oaks in bundling
the natural materials
for drying and in
making potpourri
from the already
dried material saved
from the July Flower
Show.

Microwaved dried oranges and
pulverized cinnamon sticks were
added to the dried material instead of essential oils to ensure a
nontoxic pleasant scent to the
potpourri.

ments and then fill the pillows
with the prepared potpourri.

Work on the dream pillow sachets
also began. Residents used liquid
glue to make the sachet bags out
of muslin material for the October
garden therapy program when
the final product will be
completed.

Many thanks to all the Chippewa
Garden Club members who contributed to this programs undertaking especially Bobbi Anderson,
JoAnn Bartsch, Noreen Butano,
Debby Compton, Judy Guinn, Susan Jurecki, Sandy Ladebue, Bev
Sirey, and Kathy Ziemba. The
effort of everyone to make to
make this program a success is
greatly appreciated.

Residents worked diligently with
Chippewa member volunteers
who guided them throughout the
program. They commented that
The freshly bundled materials for they enjoyed the scents, textures
drying were left at the Oaks for
and colors of the natural materithe residents to experience the
als while working and learning
scent and color of the material
about the plants used in the potduring the drying process.
pourri formula.

During the October program
residents will decorate the sachets with ribbon, lace and orna-

The next program is
on October 12th at
10:30 am at the
Oaks of Brecksville.
Call Lynne Evans if
you are interested in
volunteering.
Lynne Evans

Division I Section O
“Something in the Air” - Tom Jones
Photo credit Noreen Butano
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Brecksville Historical
Association’s Corn Roast
and the Chippewa
Garden’s Club Squire
Rich Herb Garden Tours
In conjunction with the Brecksville Historical Association’s Corn
Roast, Garden Club members always participate by their availability in the Herb Garden to conduct tours. It was definitely a
roasting Sunday afternoon.
While we weren’t extremely busy,
visitors were steady and curious,
especially when they saw the
giant Joe Pyeweed and Ironweed
saying “Come in.” One mother
shared that her children want to
purchase a house on Oakes Road
so that they can visit the herb
garden every day! That was so
refreshing to hear and makes it
all worthwhile to maintain the
herb garden! Others were inquisitive about what they could smell.
Some took clippings home with
them.

Sunday, October 6, from 1:00 –
5:00 p.m. Please consider giving
an hour of your Sunday afternoon
to help with visitors to the herb
garden. Jo Ann has prepared a
listing of all the herbs, their uses
and locations in the garden.
We also have books on hand for
browsing. Our herb garden is a
jewel in Brecksville that many
pass every day and don’t even
know it’s behind the picket fence.
When they come to a festival,
they are pleasantly surprised and
leave glad they visited.
Judy Guinn

Chippewa Garden Club’s
Christmas in August
Fundraiser

Chippewa members,
I would like to thank Kathy
Habib, Judy Guinn, Jim Armstrong, JoAnn Sherman, Jo Ann
Bartsch, Debbie Schuckert and
anyone else who donated items or
help the day of our sale. It was a
Many thanks to Jo Ann Bartsch
slow day for the Corn Roast so we
who split her time between the
didn't have many people but we
herb garden and her duties as a
did make $161.45.
Historical Association trustee and Thank you Jim for taking the tato JoAnn Sherman and Laura
bles and chairs back to the ofSpringer for their help. The
fice. Fundraisers take time and
heavy rain arrived just as we
help from the membership to be
were disassembling our things
successful.
and heading to our vehicles. Sure Thank you again,
didn’t make it to my car in time! Lynne Evans & Kathy
The Apple Butter Festival at the Ziemba Finance
Squire Rich Museum will be on

Photo credits Kathy Habib and
Margaret DeWolf
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Shrinking Your Lawn
Amy Roskilly presented a highly
informative and educational program on storm water conservation to CGC members and guests
on August 27, 2019. Ms. Roskilly
works for the Cuyahoga Soil and
Water Conservation District as a
Conservation Education Program
Manager. The district is not a
county agency but works with the
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation District. The website is

In Ohio water flows through two
watersheds, Lake Erie and the
Ohio River. The northern portion
runs in a jagged line from part of
Mercer County to a small portion
of Ashtabula County and accounts for about one-third of the
storm water in Ohio flows into
Lake Erie. Everything below that
line flows into the Ohio River and
accounts for the other two-thirds
of storm water in Ohio.

https://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/ By shrinking your lawn and
She discussed past conservation
disasters such as the Dust Bowl
of the 1930s and the Cuyahoga
River fire in 1969 as well as the
number of thirteen times that river caught fire in the last 100
years. Environmental successes
include the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency in
1970 and the Clean Water Act of
1972 which bars individuals from
dumping waste in the waterways
and establishes percentages of
waste which industrial facilities
are allowed to dump.
Storm water pollutants include
gas, oil including oil leaked from
car engines, car washing, sedimentation, impervious surfaces
which block rain water from being absorbed into the ground,
litter, lawns, pesticides, fertilizers, dog excrement left on the
ground, and road salt.

Tips for caring for your lawn include: set your mower to three
inches of lawn growth and mulch
both grass and leaves.

Amy leaves dandelions and clover
in her lawn. She explained that a
lawn has nothing to nourish bees
and that we should think like a
bee when we garden. Find places
to put pollinator gardens such as
a barrier next to the driveway,
and use native plants which require little fertilizer and water.

planting a greater diversity of
Pat Gabriel
plants, you can reduce the storm
water and the chemical fertilizers
which ultimately travel to a watershed.

Amy Roskilly

Photo credit Kathy Habib
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Proposed Changes to the Constitution & By-Laws
August 23, 2019
Article III. Section 1 (page Article III. Section 3 (page
Proposed 2020
54): Remove the words
54): Remove the words
Slate of Officers As
President-Elect from the
President-Elect
Emailed by Nominating
first sentence.
To read: The elected offic- Remove the sentences
Committee Member
ers shall be President, Vice The Vice President/
Noreen Butano on
President, Secretary, Treas- President Elect shall serve
August 15
urer, Finance Officer, and
as Chairperson of the ProHistorian.
gram Committee and The
President
Open
Vice President shall submit
Vice President Open
Article III. Section 2 (page a yearly record of all pro54): Remove the sentence grams, activities and speakSecretary
Sandy
The President shall mentor ers agreements to be inLadebue
the Vice President during
cluded in the Vice PresiTreasurer
Kathy
their term to prepare for the dents book and The Vice
Habib
role of President
President will work closely
the following year
Co-Finance
Lynne
with the president to preRemove /President-Elect
Evans
pare for the role of Presifrom the third sentence.
and
Susan
dent the following term.

To read: The President
shall preside at all meetings
and shall appoint the committee chairpersons with
approval of the Executive
Board. The President will
keep the Vice President informed of all meetings and
have the Vice President
preside over at least two
membership meetings.

To read: The Vice President
shall assume the duties of
the President in case of absence or disability. The Vice
President shall preside over
at least two membership
meetings at the request of
the President. The Vice
President shall organize the
annual meeting.
Article V. Section 1 (page
56) include the word programs as a standing committee.

Jurecki
Historian

Margaret
DeWolf
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What’s in a Name? (Mackerel Sky)
Why is it a mackerel sky?
If you don’t know I’ll tell you why…
They say because it looks like scales
…..That doesn’t apply to sharks or whales.

But how did mackerel get the not? Why not mullet, perch, or cod?
Why didn’t someone take the plunge and name it pike or muskellunge?
Were they thinking fresh or frozen when the “mackerel” name got chosen?
I guess the decision was much sounder than using halibut or flounder
And I admit it has more class than sucker, carp, or gar, or bass

But there are names I like much more…bonita, dolphin, albacore
And I think it would be super if we referred to is as grouper
And don’t some others feel left out…the marlin, salmon, tarpon, trout
And some deserve a second look…the Pollock, haddock, tuna, snook

But I’m not really sure just who’da voted for the barracuda!

So “mackerel sky” it will always be…not sardine, shad, or anchovy.
I guess they knew it was prophetic that “mackerel sky’s” the most poetic
…”Mackerel Sky’s” the clear cut winner…excuse me now, its time for dinner!
Greg Kern
River Poets –

Poem submitted by Paula Kramer

Editor’s note: According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, a mackerel sky is a sky covered with rows
of altocumulus or cirrocumulus clouds resembling the patterns on a mackerel's back. The first known
use of the term mackerel sky as defined here was 1667.

