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Plant America: Sowing and
Growing for a Greener Future
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January/February 2020

Garden Club of Ohio, Inc.
National Garden Clubs, Inc.
From The Executive Steering Committee
Club Members,
In 2020, Chippewa Garden Club will operate using an Executive Steering
Committee consisting of the elected officers and the retiring president.
The committee collectively decided on the following theme for 2020:

Plant America: Sowing and Growing For a Greener Future
This theme complements and expands Garden Club of Ohio’s theme for this
year: “Plant America: Today’s Youth – Tomorrow’s Gardeners”.
It is our mission to cultivate five objectives: beauty through gardening, the
fine art of flower design, the protection of native plants and wildlife, civic
beauty, and horticultural education.
You will receive your Yearbook at the January 28th membership meeting,
and it will include this year’s programs, the topics of which address those
mission objectives. In this yearbook, we have introduced an entire range of
plant types for each month – from the gorgeous sugar maple on the cover of
our Yearbook to the ornamental grass shown in its winter beauty on December’s page.
We hope you can join in and become an active part of our organization, from
attending membership meetings to participating and supporting our civic projects. If you have questions or need guidance regarding Club business,
please contact one of the Steering Committee members listed below.
Respectfully,
The Executive Steering Committee
Jo Ann Bartsch

Kathy Habib

Simonne Benoit

Susan Jurecki

Margaret DeWolf Sandy Ladebue
Lynne Evans

CGC’s Tree at GLOW,
Cleveland Botanical Gardens
Photo by Margaret DeWolf
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January 14 – Board Meeting, 6:30 PM,
Broadview Heights Clubroom
January 28 – Membership Meeting, 7:00 PM,
Brecksville Human Services, Activity Room A
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February
February 11 – Board Meeting, 6:30 PM,
Broadview Heights Club Room.

February 25 – Membership Meeting, 7:00 PM,
Brecksville Human Services, Activity Room A.

Margaret DeWolf and Kathy Habib will review and Michael Watson, Conservation Biologist, will present
reminisce about our 2019 activities and discuss our “Ohio’s Forests”. This presentation reveals how geology, glacial activity, human history and ecological in2020 projects and activities.
teractions shape Ohio’s forests. Past and present forJanuary 18 - March 1 -– Orchid Mania begins at the est types across Ohio as well as Holden Arboretum’s
Botanical Garden. Show runs until March 10. Check current dominant forest types and the plants and animals associated with these forests will be highlighted.
the website for days, times and other details:
http://www.cbgarden.org/orchid-mania.aspx
February 29 – Garden Therapy at Oaks of
Brecksville.

Glow Show

For many years Chippewa Garden Club has continued the tradition of decorating a tree for Cleveland
Botanical Gardens’ holiday Glow Show. The garden’s theme for 2019 was “Tiny Treasures,” and our
tree’s theme was “Sugar Plum Fairies.” Members
made ornaments from real candy or made ornaments to look like sweets. Seven members met at
our Clubroom to craft the ornaments.

“Irish Faerie Trees for the Leprechauns”.
Participants will fashion brown paper trees with artificial vine flowers to accessorize the trees. The history
of St. Patrick’s Day and the meaning of the shamrock
plant along with Irish folklore will be discussed.

Thanks to Noreen Butano, Debby Compton, Lynne
Evans, Judy Guinn, Kathy Habib, Sandy Ladebue,
Kelly Manocchio, Deb Schuckert, Sandy Spann, and
Kathy Ziemba.

Kathy Habib

Handmade Candy Ornament
Photo by Noreen Butano

Sugar Plum Fairies
Noreen Butano, Kathy Habib,
Deb Schuckert, and Lynne Evans
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Thanks to CGC Members
for another
Successful Holiday
Program!

Susy Hayes

Our Annual Holiday Fundraiser is
very crucial to our Club’s mission
in our community. This year’s
fundraiser “Anyone Can Create a
Holiday Home” featured Susy
Hayes of Brecksville Florist on November 13, 2019, and was a resounding success! Our members’
ticket selling, crafts and bakery all
culminated into a festive, enjoyable and interesting program. Susy
Hayes presented home spun decorating ideas that included my favorite, the tiered hot chocolate bar
filled with goodies and ornaments. I’m sure that many of her
ideas helped to inspire us while we
were transitioning our homes to
celebrate the holiday season.
Kathy Ziemba and I want to thank
each one of your for your efforts
and support of the fundraiser. Your commitment to our Club
is greatly appreciated! What an
awesome group of ladies you
are.
Merry Winter!
Lynne and Kathy
Co-Chairs
Finance Committee
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Garden Therapy
Chippewa Garden Club Members gathered at The
Oaks of Brecksville on December 7, 2019, to present
a program celebrating the holiday and winter season
to the nursing home’s residents.
Participating residents were shown how to create
snowmen out of paint sticks. The paint sticks were
painted white, and hats and scarves were fashioned
out of donated materials. Cloves for the snowmen’s
eyes and nose, sticks for their arms and tiny buttons
were added to accessorize. The completed snowman
was inserted into a snowflake Christmas stocking to
finish off the festive ornament.

We led participants in conversation to orient them to
the holiday season and to reminisce on their younger
days when they built snowmen and igloos out of the
winter’s snow.
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Japanese Beetles
The first appearance of Japanese beetles (Popilla japonica) in the United States was in New Jersey in
1916. They are believed to have been introduced
through a shipment of bulbs.
These scarab beetles are not a serious pest in Japan
where they are controlled by natural predators. However, in North America, they are an invasive species
that attack about 300 species of plants, including roses, brambles, grapes, hops and peppers. They are
found throughout the Eastern United States, except
for Florida, and are moving westward. They are the
most widespread pest of turf grass.
The adults feed on leaf material between the veins
and will also eat fruit and flowers. In most cases, the
adult damage is cosmetic and will not kill the plant.
The larvae feed on the roots of grass, reducing the
ability of the grass to take up enough water in dry
weather. Moles, skunks, raccoons and other insecteating animals may dig up the grubs, further damaging the lawn.
Larvae overwinter 10 months as grubs in the soil.
Adults emerge from the ground and begin to feed in
June, living 30-45 days. They are most active on
warm, sunny days.
There are several methods to control these pests. A
grub control product can be applied to lawns at the
appropriate times (when grubs are feeding), according
to package instructions. Some biological controls include applying milky spore powder or Bacillus thuringiensis to kill the grubs.

Many thanks to the dedicated CGC members Bobbie
Anderson, Noreen Butano, Debby Compton, Sandy
Ladebue and Beverly Sirey who helped to prepare for Row covers can be placed over crops to prevent
this program and who helped with the direct resident adult damage. Japanese beetle adults are attracted
instruction.
to pheromones in Japanese beetle traps. However,
studies have shown that they are not caught in the
Garden Therapy programming for 2020 for The Oaks traps but are attracted to nearby crops, causing more
is completed, and we are ready for the new year. Our damage than not using
first program will be “Irish Faerie Trees” on Saturday, the traps. The presFebruary 29, 2020, to prepare for St. Patrick’s Day.
ence of the beetles on
All members are invited to volunteer. Call Lynne Ev- plants attracts more
ans if you are interested in being a part of our fun
beetles, so handpicking
group.
them will keep them
from accumulating.
Lynne Evans
Kathy Habib

Japanese Beetle
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Annual Luncheon and Meeting
Jo Ann Bartsch welcomed us to our December 15th annual end-of the year lunch and business meeting.
Lynne Evans demonstrated how to make a Christmas candle holder with small, round yogurt jars decorated
with a sprig of roping and an artificial candle. Each table setting had a identical one for members to take
home.
Looking back after a delicious meal Finance Co-Chairs Lynne Evans and Kathy Ziemba described the
successful Holiday Show. Some members told us that their guests enjoyed the speaker and the crafts she
demonstrated. We had a good turn-out despite the daunting weather. Following that, Historian Margaret DeWolf read a summary of the year’s events and mentioned that the January membership meeting would feature a slide show of those events including the July Flower Show, A Million Garden Memories...Going
Platinum in 2019.
Jo Ann then presented Jim Armstrong with the Blue Vase award for his ongoing commitment and help at our
various projects as well as for having won the Flowering Container Grown Plants award.
Looking forward, Jo Ann installed Simonne Benoit as 2020 vice-president and Kathy Habib as 2020
treasurer. Next year’s theme is Plant America: Sowing and Growing for a Greener Future.
The 2020 Budget was approved by the membership.
Pat Gabriel

