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As we read about climate change, we need to think about good gardening   

strategies in our own yards.  At our August, 2019, membership meeting, Amy 

Roskilly from the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District discussed 

the effects of storm water runoff on the environment and gave us suggested 

ways to shrink our lawns, to add a greater diversity of plants, particularly those 

for pollinators, and to use native plants which require less water and fertilizer.  

In Jo Ann Bartsch’s last president’s message, she urged us to make small 

changes in our own yards and shared a checklist  of ways to protect our bird 

populations.  More recently Jo Ann wrote an article in our Spring 2020 issue of 

Garden Greetings about native plants and Ohio Native Plant Month which is 

April.  The article is on pages 20-21 and includes lists of best trees for wildlife, 

the most unwanted plants, and native plant resources. 

This year in support of our theme, we have two significant membership pro-

grams in March and April.  In March Master Gardener Jo Ann Bartsch will dis-

cuss 2020 gardening trends and new plants, and in April Ann Cicarella, Direc-

tor of the Cleveland Pollinator and Native Plant Symposium, will present The 

Powerful Partnership of Plants and Pollinators.  I hope that hope everyone will 

be able to attend these two meetings. 

Lastly, Nature’s Best Hope:  A New Approach to Conservation That Starts in 

Your Yard by Douglas W. Tallamy can be found at your public library and at 

bookstores.  It is an excellent source on what each of us can do to protect our 

environment.                                                    Pat Gabriel 

  

  

March/April 2020 
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Lichens 

Have you wondered what the grayish- green organ-

isms on your tree bark are? 

They are lichens.  Lichens are symbiotic (a mutually 

beneficial relationship between two different organ-

isms, living in close proximity.)  In this case, the two 

organisms are fungi and algae.  Lichens are not 

plants.  The fungus is the dominant organism.  The 

algae can be green or blue green (known as cyano-

bacteria.)  Many types of lichens have both types.  

The fungus, which has no chlorophyll, relies on the 

algae to photosynthesize and provide nutrients for the 

fungus.  Although cyanobacteria are called green or 

blue green algae, they are actually bacteria. 

Lichens have no roots, stems or leaves.  They can 

grow on trees, rocks or on soil. They are found all 

over the world in colors such as red, yellow, orange, 

green or grey.  

Lichens provide forage, shelter and building material 

for elk, deer, birds and insects.  Human use lichens  

for dyes, clothing and decoration.  Native Americans 

would eat Byoria sp., but some lichens are poisonous.  

Caribou (reindeer) eat lichens in the winter, especially 

reindeer moss found in alpine tundra. 

Because lichens rely on fresh air to survive, there is a 

National Lichens and 

Air Quality database  

and clearing house 

(USDA) to see how 

pollution affects       li-

chens. Lichens ab-

sorb pollutants like 

heavy metals and 

sulfur, which can be 

extracted to deter-

mine information 

about the environ-

ment.                 

Kathy Habib 
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March 

March 7— Master Gardeners of Lake County and 

Ohio State University Extension Home Gardeners’ 

Workshop at Lakeland Community College, Kirkland , 

OH       

March 10 — Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.                

Broadview Heights Club Room 

March 24 —Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Brecks-

ville Human Services, Activity Room A 

Master Gardener Jo Ann Bartsch will present 2020 

Gardening Trends and New Plants. 

April                                                                        

Ohio Native Plant Month 

April 4 — Garden Therapy, Oaks of Brecksville 

Watching the Birds Feast  Participants will create bird 

feeders with pinecones, suet, oranges, and bird seed. 

April 8—Pansy Planting with the Brecksville Beautifi-

cation Committee at 4:00 p.m. downtown Brecksville  

April 14 — Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.                 

Broadview Heights Club Room 

 

 

Garden Club of Ohio’s 92nd Convention   

April 15 and 16                                                        
This year GCO will hold its  annual convention at 

the Holiday Inn, 6001 Rockside Road , Independ-

ence, OH  44131                                                       

Jo Ann Bartsch sent an email with the schedule and 

registration form to us on February 16.  If you can’t 

find the email, let me know, and I will re-send it to 

you.  Registration deadline line is March 16.  We 

hope many of our members are able to attend. 

April 20-24 — Join us celebrating Arbor Day by 

handing out tree seedlings to third graders in our 

Brecksville Broadview Heights school district.             

Watch your email for sign-up dates/times. 

April 28 — Garden Cub of Ohio Spring District meet-

ing, The Clubhouse at Acacia Reservation 26899  

Cedar Road Lyndhurst.  If you plan to go, send Jo 

Ann Bartsch a check for $25.00 made out to GCO 

Cleveland District and your lunch choice of salmon or 

pasta and vegetable 

April 28 —Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Brecks-

ville Human Services, Activity Room A 

Ann Cicarella, Director of the Cleveland Pollinator 

and Native Plant Symposium, will present The Power-

ful Partnership of Plants and Pollinators.  

Lichens                                  

Photo by  Kathy Habib 



Simonne Benoit joined Chippewa Garden Club in  

early 2019 and is serving as Vice President this year.  

She found the club indirectly as she wanted to join the 

Brecksville community garden which was full with a 

two year waiting list and was told her that member-

ship in the club would allow access to the Greene 

Acres plots in Broadview Heights.  She had no idea 

what a garden club was but thought it would be fun to 

meet other folks who liked growing things! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simonne had a great time clerking at our A Million 

Garden Memories...Going Platinum in 2019 Flower 

Show and learned a lot from observing the discussion 

of the judges.  Plus she had fun handing out ribbons! 

She also leads a women’s study at Cuyahoga Valley 

Church and volunteers with a mobile food pantry 

which provides produce to Cleveland residences once 

a month.  

When asked what she likes about the club, she stated 

that she’s impressed by the involvement of our club in 

schools, nursing homes, beautification projects, edu-

cation and other events.  

 

She likes the diversity in our club members’ interests 

and talents and the variety of ways she can partici-

pate.                                  

The Benoits moved into moved into their home in the 

fall of 2016.  The prior owner had just removed eleven 

ash trees (due to the EAB) so the backyard went from 

shade to full sun.  The first year she spent observing 

the existing plants and microclimates around the 

property.  Her husband loves colorful plants, and   

although the front yard is part shade, she has been 

experimenting with flowers, vegetables, and foliage 

plants.   

Simonne loves being outside and can completely lose 

track of time digging in the dirt.  Her least favorite gar-

dening activity is midsummer weeding because it 

seems never ending!   

Her advice to new members is to keep an open mind 

and say “yes!”  Whether it was the flower show, plant 

exchange, or Casa Verde, every opportunity she took 

advantage of in her first year was interesting and fun.  

Pat Gabriel 

Spring Flower Power Fundraiser 

It’s time to think about warm weather, new plants, and 

helping our Club raise funds to support our communi-

ty projects.  We receive 50% profit of our purchase 

proceeds. 

To order, key in our dashboard link:               

http://chippewagardenclub.fpfundraising.com and hit 

enter to view the 2020 Spring Catalog. 

Spring program ordering deadline is May 1.  Thank 

you in advance for participating. 

Lynne Evans 
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Getting To Know You 

 

Simonne Benoit 



Bring Color into Your Home with Easy to 

Grow Orchids  

When I was growing up, the only time I remembered 

seeing an orchid was in a corsage at Easter.  Today, 

orchids are sold everywhere from garden centers to 

grocery stores and even in home improvement cen-

ters.  You may have seen them and thought “How 

beautiful” and bought one, or were given one as a gift. 

Now what?  How do I take care of this orchid?  First a 

few facts about these beautiful exotic plants.  Scien-

tists estimate that orchids originated about 100 million 

years ago.  Although they are thought of as tropical 

plants, orchids can be found growing on every conti-

nent except Antarctica and have more than 25,000 

documented species.  Orchids have the smallest 

seeds of any plant.  The seeds are about the size of a 

particle of dust.  The next time you use real vanilla in 

cooking, be grateful for Vanilla planifolia, the orchid 

on which the vanilla bean (actually a fruit) grows.  

There are many opin-

ions regarding orchid 

care, and with so 

many types of orchids 

available, all of the 

information can be 

confusing.  Generally, 

orchids prefer bright, 

but not direct light.  

East or south facing windows seem to be best.  North 

facing windows do not receive enough light, and west 

facing windows can get too hot.  Most of my orchids 

grow best in windows facing east.  I have found that if 

an orchid is not blooming in a certain place, moving it 

to a different location can make a big difference.  Nor-

mal house temperature between 65F and 80F is opti-

mal for orchid growth.  As for watering orchid plants, I 

have found that filling a sink with warm water and 

soaking the plant for a couple of hours every two to 

three weeks seems to work well.  If the orchid seems 

dry (leaves get brown or wrinkled, or if visible roots 

seem dry) then you can increase watering or mist the 

leaves.  Overwatering tends to cause more problems 

than under watering.  Orchids do not like to sit in wa-

ter or be watered too often which can lead to root rot.      

I always drain my orchids well after soaking.  Some 

say to feed orchids only during the growing season, 

but since my orchids tend to bloom all year around,  

 

I feed them lightly with a 

11-35-15 water soluble 

fertilizer every time I wa-

ter.   

There are some growers 

who advocate ice cubes 

for watering their orchids.  

I think that since orchids 

are tropical plants they 

might not like having ice 

on their roots.  

Orchids can be repotted 

every couple of years.  The plants seem to bloom bet-

ter when they fit tightly in a pot.  I rarely repot into a 

larger container unless the orchid has grown so much 

that most of the roots won’t fit into the old pot.  Repot-

ting is not recommended when the orchid is in bloom.  

Otherwise I remove the orchid from the container, 

gently shake off the old bark, prune dead and shriv-

eled roots, clean the old pot and carefully put it back 

into the pot while gently folding the long, healthy roots 

into the pot and adding fresh bark.  Watering the or-

chid before repotting is recommended  

After flowering, some people cut the stem at the sec-

ond node from the base, and some people cut the 

stem at the tip. There is a chance either way that new 

flowers will grow from the old stem, but the flowers 

tend to be smaller than from a new stem.  Finally, or-

chids are fairly disease resistant.  Good air circulation 

and proper watering go a long way in preventing dis-

ease.  A good garden center can advise you on treat-

ment if your orchid does get a disease.  

Orchids are generally easy to grow.  They tend to be 

forgiving and do not take a lot of time to maintain. 

One of my favorite things 

about growing orchids is the 

surprise of seeing the little 

stem or bud that seems to 

start overnight.  Several 

weeks later, the buds open, 

and the rewards are beauti-

ful flowers that last and last.  

Go ahead and give orchid 

growing a try; it’s definitely 

worth it.                         

Kelly Manocchio 
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Looking Back to 2019                              

and Forward to 2020 

Kathy Habib prepared a Power Point presentation of 

last year’s activities as well as photos from our July 

flower show for our January membership meeting. 

Margaret DeWolf narrated these events. 

 

Ohio’s Forests                                        

Ecology and Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our February meeting Michael Watson, a Conser-

vation Biologist at Holden Arboretum in Kirtland, OH, 

gave us an overview of the aspects of Ohio forests:  

the geology which includes our glacial history, human 

history of land usage, and ecology interactions; forest 

types, plants, and animals; the composition of Ohio 

forests; and the ecology and management of forests. 

Plant communities are groups of plants that share a 

common environment and that interact with animal 

populations.  In a forest plant community the tallest 

trees are the canopy layer; the understory layer con-

sists of saplings and shrubs; and the forest floor is 

made up of herbaceous plants and seeds. 

An ecological niche describes the composition of a 

plant community, the roles filled by the various spe-

cies, and how the population competes for resources.   

Typically most niche space is used. 

 

Factors affecting local conditions and what species 

will grow in a particular place are: soil, topography, 

climate, human impact or land use, and a matrix of 

surrounding plants, which are sources of seeds. 

In the northwestern region of Ohio, the fertile soils are 

deeper due to glacial activity, and they are neutral 

with a pH of 7.  This flat region is used heavily for ag-

riculture and is sparsely populated with trees.         

The southeast region which was not glaciated has 

lower soil fertility, steeper topography, and shallower 

and more acidic soil.  It is heavily forested.  The north-

east region which has deep soils is also used for agri-

culture but is more heavily forested than the north-

west. 

Forest ecology consists of three components.  The 

first component  is the availability of nutrients, water, 

and energy and the competition for these resources.  

The second component is gap dynamics.  Light gap 

dynamics changes as trees grow old and die thus 

opening the canopy to support the growth of small 

trees and herbaceous plants  The third component  is 

the interaction between plants and animals.  Good 

interactions include pollination, seed dispersal, and 

habitat modification.  Bad interactions include the con-

sumption of plant material or herbivory, seed preda-

tors, parasites, and habitat modification. 

Northeast Ohio has maple, beech/birch forests.  Com-

mon trees in this region are ash, sugar, black cherry, 

red maple, and elm.  

Forest ownership in Ohio consists of fifteen percent 

public lands and eighty-five percent private with most 

of the private forests family-owned.   

Health threats to forests are climate change, poor for-

est management, invasive species, deer over popula-

tion, and disease and pests. 

The value of forests include biodiversity, water quality, 

air quality, carbon storage, economics, human health, 

and recreation. 

Pat Gabriel 
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Cleveland Botanical Garden’s                
Orchid Mania 

 
Orchids, one of the world's most exotic and beautiful 

flowers species, are celebrated annually at the Cleve-

land Botanical Garden's Orchid Mania show.  This 

year Orchid Mania celebrated the natural beauty of 

Vietnam and the Vietnamese heritage that cherishes 

nature and plants.  Few places on Earth can duplicate 

the natural beauty of Vietnam from the warm, tropical 

forests and coastline to the high elevations and moun-

tains.  Plant diversity thrives along a rich, vibrant Viet-

namese culture tied to its natural surroundings. 

 

Vietnam grows, cultivates and exports some of the 

world’s most valued plant-based commodi-

ties.  Farms, crop fields and terraced landscapes exist 

throughout the entire country.  The bulk of Vietnam's  

 

 

 

crop production comes from the northern lowlands of  

the Red River Delta. 

 

Southeast Asia is one of a few orchid diversity hubs 

on Earth.  Vietnam alone is home to hundreds of or-

chids, mostly found living in dense forests as epi-

phytes, plants that live atop of other plants.  These 

orchids secure themselves to their elevated perch by 

wrapping roots and stems, while leaves and flowers 

sit supported on tree branches.   

 

The Botanical Garden gallery is adorned with orchid 

species and hybrids similar to those found in Vi-

etnam.  Dominant Vietnamese orchid types include 

Dendrobium and Bulbophyllum.   

Margaret DeWolf 
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Margaret DeWolf 



.Recess Gardening Moves On 

In 2014 Chippewa began a youth gardening program 

called “Recess Gardening” at Central School in 

Brecksville.  The program is a partnership between 

the garden club and the National Wildlife Foundation.  

Its purpose was to engage students in horticulture 

and nature by showing them how to garden – during 

their planned recess time. 

The recess gardening 

program is based on a 

number of guiding princi-

ples:  we let the outside 

school yard be the teach-

er, we expect the students 

to do the work, we turn 

the work into play, and we 

immerse the children in 

whatever nature is out 

there while we are.  Dur-

ing the five years at Cen-

tral, we installed and certi-

fied a Monarch 

WayStation, built a rain 

garden, and learned 

about design in planting 

annual containers and 

seasonal beds in the front 

of the school. 

Central School closed in May, 2019, somewhat unex-

pectedly.  Those of us involved like to think of it as 

“losing our gig.”  However, the principal at Central lost 

no time in convincing us to re-start the program at 

Highland Elementary School where she was trans-

ferred.  This building is U-shaped and between the 

two wings is a green space called Highland Island.  

It’s woefully overgrown and not adequately main-

tained.   

Nevertheless, the Recess Gardening team is doing 

what it can to introduce a new set of students (both 

3rd and 4th grades.)  We don’t have a WayStation, but 

we do have several raised beds where we can grow 

milkweed and other butterfly nectar plants.  We’ve 

moved the bluebird nest boxes from Central and the 

rocks that formed unique borders around perennial 

and annual flower beds.  There’ll be a rock painting 

party once the weather warms up! 

 

So far, we’ve only had a couple of sessions indoors 

with the students.  They’ve been exposed to birds, 

spiders, bees and butterflies via hands on crafts and 

pictures.  We can’t wait to get to the real thing out-

doors.   

We understand that Highland Island will go the way of 

Central School.  It’s scheduled to close when the new 

elementary school is built on Blossom Property.  So 

our gig will have to move again, 

hopefully! 

If you enjoy watching nature 

along with children, why not join 

us at Highland Island this 

spring?  Let Jo Ann Bartsch 

know you’d  like to help. 

 Jo Ann Bartsch 
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The Monarch Waystation at  Central School                

in Brecksville 

  
Making spider webs 

Native bees—identifying them 

and leaving them alone to do 

their pollinating! 
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Redwood  National and State Parks California 

Kathy Ziemba took these photos in May, 2019, when she and her husband flew to Oregon,                       

rented a car and drove thru all of the Redwood Parks down to San Francisco . 


