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National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Chippewa Garden Club Members,
I hope everyone is weathering the virus and continuing to garden despite the
high temperatures. As you may be aware, garden club activities are cancelled until we hear otherwise. That includes the August field trip to the
Fields of Bloom, the Brecksville Historical Association Corn Roast, GCO’s
Fall District Meeting (August 25), and our membership meeting on August
25. The city is not renting rooms or allowing them to be used for meetings at
this time.
Since we have no May/June activities on which to report, several members
have sent emails describing their gardening experiences, sharing photos,
and keeping in touch. Please get in the habit of visiting our garden club
website and our Facebook page where we post Squire Rich information.
Pat Gabriel

Facebook
Facebook can be used as an educational tool as well as a social media
networking site. Chippewa Garden
Club has its own Facebook page that
can keep members up to date on
activities.
I have joined some educational
groups where members can post
photos, ask questions, answer questions, and make comments. If you
ask for an identification, you may get
several different answers. It is then
up to you to research the suggestions
offered. I got my unknown cactus
named after I posted a photo. The
groups that I have joined are:
Plant Identification and Discussion,
Cacti and Succulents Identification,
Ohio Wildlife and Nature, Cactus

Garden Group, Butterflying Ohio, and
Succulents for Sale USA.
Other groups which might interest
you are: Tree Identification, Wild Edibles, Plant and Mushroom Identification, Birding Ohio, Spiders Ohio, Ohio
Bald Eagles, Insect Identification,
Mothing Ohio, Flora of Ohio, Native
Trees, Shrubs and Vines Of Ohio, All
about Butterflies, Ohio Rare Bird
Alert, Pollinator Gardening, and
Landscaping with Native Plants to
name a few. There is something for
everyone.
Because my family is from Great Britain, I have also joined Great Britain
Lifestyle (lots of photos of English
gardens) and old photos of Sussex
and Kent.
Kathy Habib
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Marian Dougherty
“My Special Friend”
Twenty-seven years ago when I moved to Brecksville,
I quickly set to planning my new landscape design.
Wheel barreling top soil for days caught the attention
of my neighbor, Marian Dougherty. She invited me to
join Chippewa Garden Club. Back then (1994) the
club had sponsors. Marian took me to each meeting,
sat with me, and introduced me to all the members.
That was the beginning of a long friendship.
Marian encouraged my flower arranging and prompted me to grow plants that could also be used in floral
design, and she strongly encouraged me to go to
flower school.
Marian was also on the board of Garden Club of Ohio
and had been on the Awards Committee for many
years. It wouldn’t be long before we would go to GCO
board meetings together where she would introduce
me to wonderful new friends all over Ohio. Gardening
and garden club became a way of life, thanks to
Marian.

Marian Dougherty

Marian was known for her creative floral arrangements. She was often called upon to do the centerpieces at GCO Conventions. She would come up
with unusual mechanics that would be used for the
(Dear Members,
centerpieces, but she would change the floral material
With much sorrow, I must share with all of you the
at each meal to give it a whole new look.
passing of our member, Marian Dougherty.
Her activity never ceased even after she moved to
assisted living. She would ask friends to bring items to
Marian joined Chippewa Garden Club in 1975....that's
her from her flower room at home so she could deco45 years of Garden Club activities!! Some of you
rate her apartment.
may not have known her well since her
In her 45 years of membership, Marian was always a garden club activities declined as her health did.
positive force in all of our club projects. She encour- But she was an exceptional designer who never failed
aged the club membership to submit briefs to the
to support and encourage those of us learning the deGCO Awards Committee. Our record of winning Gar- sign basics.
den Club of the Year eight times was partly due to
It was her lamb's ear wreaths that were so popular at
Marian’s influence.
our November Design program raffles. It was all her
work on Garden Club of Ohio Award Programs that
Marian Dougherty was a special member of Chippetaught us how to get the recognition for our prowa Garden Club. She was also my special friend.
jects. I'm sure many of you have other memories
Aggie Goss of Marian....we'll set aside a time later, when we all
can meet again, to share them.
Jo Ann Bartsch’s June 2, 2020, email
to our club’s membership
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Member Notes
Community Gardening in a Pandemic
Since we as a Garden Club began our involvement in
community gardening, we knew that they were places
to relieve stress, balance our emotional health, and
nurture the earth – among other things. This pandemic has strengthened these beliefs!
I breathed a huge sigh of relief after reading the first
lockdown order – community gardens were considered essential services and could stay open! Immediately we put together a set of guidelines for both
Greene Acres and Brecksville Community Gardens
that allowed us follow best practices yet keep us gardening. They included:









Staying home if you felt sick,
Going back home if there were already nine gardeners working in the garden. (This is usually not
an issue even without a pandemic!),
Maintaining a distance of at least 6 feet from other
gardeners,
Having a face mask and wearing it if the distancing could not be maintained,
Washing hands before going to the garden and as
soon as you returned home,
Wearing gloves and using hand sanitizer before
and after using the garden lock, and
Bringing and using your own tools as much as
possible.

Squire Rich Herb Garden
Having just returned from Florida on the evening of
June 1, I missed all the joys of getting the Squire Rich
Herb Garden ready for spring, the trip to Quailcrest to
purchase herbs, and the camaraderie of the Herb
Garden Committee members. Paul and I didn’t feel
safe in traveling back to Ohio, especially needing to
find overnight lodging along the way. Jo Ann had
promised to save some weeding for my return, although the Committee met weekly to do the usual. When I went on June 5, the garden was beautiful! Members, if you haven’t stopped in, you really
need to. It’s a peaceful place! Jo Ann has posted on
Chippewa’s Facebook page, and you can take a virtual tour! You don’t have to be a member of Facebook. Go to Facebook and in Search, type Chippewa
Garden Club. In person is much better, though.
The Historical Association has cancelled all festivals,
so we will not conduct any guided tours of the herb
garden this year. That doesn’t mean, however, that
we’re not tending and weeding, as we always
do: Fridays at 10:00 a.m. We wear our masks and
practice social distancing.
Judy Guinn

So far, it’s been a safe and successful gardening season. And, since I know you’re probably curious, there
has been only one gardener who declined their plot
because of the virus!
Jo Ann Bartsch

Squire Rich Herb Garden
Brecksville Community Garden
Pollinator Garden/Monarch WayStation, 5/31/2020
Photo by Jo Ann Bartsch

Photo by Jo Ann Bartsch
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A Million Garden Memories
Chippewa Garden Club commemorated its 70th
Anniversary by presenting A Million Garden
Memories, a Horticulture Specialty Flower Show, on
July 13-14, 2019. As we celebrated this exciting anniversary the Club reflected on our civic projects, our
participation in the community, environmental and educational events, and our personal growth in the arts
and sciences of gardening. Our over 300 plant entries had an exceptional visual appeal. They reflected
a spirit of growing with an enthusiasm to inspire others to propagate, grow, show and share outstanding
horticulture. The Show produced pristine horticulture,
and the educational and special exhibits were excellent. The Flower Show presented a competition of
classes judged by the rigorous standards of The Garden Club of Ohio.
Chippewa Garden Club earned high marks from the
Judges for this Flower Show, and the paperwork was
then submitted to the State. It would be months before results were to be announced at the April Convention. As everyone is now aware the Convention
was cancelled due to the Corona Virus Pandemic,
and we had to wait once again for the Flower Show
results which would appear in the Garden Greetings
(summer issue.)

Plant Exchange

This is a photo of the wonderful basil that I received
from Kathy Habib during our plant exchange. I put
two plants in two hanging baskets, and they are doing
well. I have enough to make pesto, and I gave one to
each of my daughters. Thanks Kathy, you’ve spread
the love around. All of my plants are growing well!

Fellow Gardener,
Sandy Ladebue

The Club learned recently that A Million Garden Memories won First Place for the Best Horticulture
Specialty Flower Show. Congratulations and
thank you to our members who worked diligently for
two years to present a stunning and outstanding
flower show.
Margaret DeWolf, Flower Show Co-Chair

Kathy Habib’s
Lantana trained as a standard

Combination Planter
Pat Gabriel
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Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Garden
1777E Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43203
In 1852, the Franklin County Agriculture Society purchased 88 acres of land, 2 miles east of downtown
Columbus, as the site for the first Franklin County
Fair. In 1874, the property became the first official
grounds of the Ohio State Fair.

In 1992, the conservatory became the site of a sixmonth exhibition, AmeriFlora, that attracted 5.5 million
visitors, and in 1994 it became the first U.S. conservatory to have an annual butterfly display Birds &
Blooms.

The city of Columbus built a Victorian style glasshouse which opened in 1895 as the Franklin Park
Conservatory, surrounded by carriage paths, a lake,
and a boathouse. From 1927-1929, animals were
housed on the lower floors of the conservatory.
These animals then became part of the Columbus
Zoo and Aquarium.

In 2009, 4 acres were converted to the Scotts MiracleGro community garden. In 2003 the conservatory
held a Chihuly glass exhibition. Most of those pieces
were purchased as a permanent collection.

The present day conservatory has over 400 species
of plants, including more than 40 species of palms.
Biomes include Himalayan Mountains, tropical rain
In 1974, the conservatory, now known as the John F. forest, desert, a Bonsai courtyard, and a Pacific Island
Wolfe Palm House, was placed on the National Reg- water garden. Seasonal displays include Blooms &
ister of Historic Places. A $14 million renovation of
Butterflies, orchids, topiaries, and horticulture and art
the Palm House began in 1989, adding 58,000 square exhibitions.
feet.
Kathy Habib

Clockwise from top: John F. Palm House, Interior of Palm House
and Chihuly glass
Photos by Kathy Habib
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Back Yard Gardening in a Pandemic
I must confess: I’m not having much of a problem
staying at home. I looked at the March lockdown as a
great chance to actually pay as much attention to my
yard as I should have. Not everything worked out as I
envisioned it. However, I did have one epiphany I’d
like to share with you.
While working in my yard, as I tended an individual
plant, my mind rolled back to its history and very often
it centered upon one of our Chippewa Garden members. The hellebores under the catalpa tree came
from Mila – they’re blooming and spreading wonderfully. (Mila would respond, I fear, yes, they’re ALL
over my yard…that’s why I put them in the plant exchange!). I offer many similar plant histories, but let’s
head right to my clematis obsession. Most of my
clematis were gifts from family members. But two of
my favorites were my purchases….in the presence of
a Chippewa Garden Club member. Noreen B.: remember the Red Niobe I bought in Huron after a long
field trip? Judy G.: remember the “Samaratin Jo” I
bought at Quailcrest last year while we were supposedly shopping for Squire Rich herbs? Yes, one of the
best parts of the garden club web is being able to
shop together!
Jo Ann Bartsch

Clematis sp. ‘Samaritan Jo’

Clematis sp. ‘Red Niobe’
Photos by Jo Ann Bartsch

Broadview Heights
Memorials
Club members Kathy Ziemba and Lynne Evans are in
the process of designing landscape for two newly relocated memorial rocks in The Fields sports complex
located at 8938 Broadview Road, the location of the
city’s original city hall. One is a stone and plaque
honoring World War II veterans , and the second was
erected for the children of Broadview Heights by the
Athletic Club.
Kathy Ziemba

Chippewa Garden Club

Page 7

July/August 2020

Enlarging the Toad Hall Experience
Midsummer and we all have been adapting, distancing, and hopefully finding more time to garden. With
acceptance of the recent virus directives and with
Tom’s agreement to do the “grunt work,” I decided to
enlarge the Love Garden, a section of our backyard
patio we have named Toad Hall (established 2009).

After Tom used a mattock to double the size of the
original garden, I transplanted crowded Black-eyed
Susans from the western half to the eastern half of
the plot. I added plants that I obtained from this
year’s CGC virtual plant exchange including lady’s
mantle from Lenore Siegman and perennial geraniums from Kathy Ziemba. I also added cosmos that I
had grown from seed from my neighbor’s garden. Tom added stones to edge the garden and
“Voila!” next year the garden will be full and glorious.
My potted plants are thriving this year. My strawberry
jar is overflowing with sempervivum, and sorrel is
growing through their apex trellises.

Coleus I propagated from last summer season are
starting to grow fuller and happier in their new pot.
A foxtail fern and an asparagus fern I obtained from
CGC plant exchanges in the past are flourishing under the maple tree after spending last winter in my
office.
I have to acknowledge that beside Tom, my better
half, I have another garden helper. I’ve been mentoring my four-year-old granddaughter Evelyn on how to
water and identify plants. Without a doubt she is my
most favorite “Sprout” in my garden.
During this time of stifled connection with each other,
I hope that you all are able to focus on connecting
with “Mother Nature.” She’s available to reduce
stress and facilitate health. Just step outdoors and
enjoy!
Miss you all, Lynne

From top left to right: Toad Hall Plaque, Coleus, Foxtail Fern
Second row: Sempervivum, Evelyn, Sorrel
Photos by Lynne and Tom Evans

