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From The Executive Steering Committee
Dear Chippewa Garden Club Members,
It’s quite an understatement to say that 2020 was a difficult year.
As a Garden Club, in order to meet pandemic requirements and guidelines,
we were unable to hold in-person meetings, unable to conduct many of our
programs and projects, and unable to even socialize with each other face to
face.
Later this month each member will receive an electronic copy of this year’s
yearbook. It will probably be more of the same. However, with the promise
of vaccine distribution on the horizon perhaps we can salvage some of the
year!
We did, however, select a theme for 2021, Gardening in the Time of Covid.
It’s what we were able to do in 2020 and probably what we will be faced with
through most of 2021. The yearbook shows what we were able to do horticulturally during the pandemic.

Our yearbook will be filled with uncertainty. We don’t know if we’ll continue
Zoom meetings or whether we’ll even have a Fall Design fundraiser. You
will need to keep an eye out for emails that change our activities.
Respectfully,
The Executive Steering Committee
Simonne Benoit
Sandy Ladebue
Kathy Habib
Lynne Evans
Margaret DeWolf
Jo Ann Bartsch
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So Long 2020….
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Dates To Remember

The Chippewa Garden Club found 2020 to be a very
trying year! We were unable to do many of our civic
projects like Garden Therapy, Arbor Day and Recess
Gardening. There were some bright moments, however, since outdoor gardening was still doable during
a pandemic. We gardened with our community gardeners, maintained the Squire Rich Herb Garden, and
finished two memorial garden projects in Broadview
Heights.
We are anxiously waiting for 2021 to begin, although
we suspect it will begin with more restrictions on our
activities. With that in mind, Chippewa Garden Club
intends to continue our monthly membership meetings via Zoom. They are usually held the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Each business meeting is usually preceded by a presentation, focused on
some horticultural or floral design topic. So far in
2021 we have planned presentations on New Plants
for 2021, Phenology, Pollination, Fall Planting,
Kokedama and a roundtable discussion about native
plants.

Tuesday, January 12, 2021
Board Meeting 6:30 PM via Zoom
Tuesday, January 26, 2021
Membership Meeting 7:00 PM
This meeting will be held via Zoom and will be our required Annual Meeting for 2020. The Historian and
Finance Committee will give their reports, and the
proposed budget for 2021 will be presented to the
membership for approval.
Committee chairpersons will also discuss their plans
for 2021 projects and programs.
Tuesday, February 9, 2021
Board Meeting 6:30 PM via Zoom
February 13-April 11 2021
Orchid Mania at the Cleveland Botanical Garden

Tuesday, February 23, 2021
Membership Meeting 7:00 PM, via Zoom
Our speaker this evening will be Noelle Akin from
Our Yearbook contains the detailed schedule for
Petitti Garden Center. Her topic will be new plants for
2021, and we have posted a schedule on our website 2021. Get ready to take notes so you can add them
as well.
to your garden.
www.chippewagardenclub.com
Jo Ann Bartsch

Miscellaneous
Clear Wine Bottles
Happy New Year! No one has emailed me to say
they have saved clear wine bottles for our flower
shows. Please save your bottles, and let me know.
I can pick them up.
Kathy Ziemba
2021 Glow Show
The theme for CBG’s 2021 Glow Show is Hearth and
Home for the Holidays. We must use botanicals
which are decorative as well as edible. We will create
a tablescape again this year.
Kathy Ziemba
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2021 Herb of Year
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Wreath Donation Project

Each year since 1995, The International Herb Association has chosen the herb of the year. For 2021 that
herb is Petruselinum crispum (Parsley). Parsley is a
biennial flowering plant native to the Mediterranean
region. Biennial plants produce foliage the first year
and flowers and seeds the following year. After that
the plant dies.

The Chippewa Garden Club wreath donation project
began when garden club member Aggie Goss offered
to donate undecorated wreaths to the Club from her
basement storehouse. Noreen Butano and Lynne
Evans brainstormed on how to best use the wreaths
and consulted the Broadview Heights Human Services Department to ask if the Lend-a- Hand food
Seeds are slow to geminate, so soaking them in warm bank would be interested in distributing Holiday
wreaths during a food distribution drive. The Lend-awater overnight is helpful. Parsley plants need full
Hand project provides food supplies to the needy in
sun and moist but well-drained soil. They can grow
Broadview Heights and surrounding communities.
directly in garden soil or in pots.
Parsley is widely used in European, Middle Eastern
and American cooking. It is high in antioxidants and
vitamins C, A and K. There are three types of parsley: curly (best used fresh,) flat-leafed or Italian
(flavors hold up to heat when cooking) and Hamburg
root parsley (roots have a similar appearance to parsnips and are used in soups and stews.) Curly parsley
is most often used as a garnish and is the main ingredient in salsa verde. Italian parsley is used in soups,
stews and sauces.

Karen Atwell, Lend-a-Hand project manager, agreed
to the proposed wreath donations, and the Chippewa
Garden Club members sprang into action. Members
were asked to donate decorated or undecorated
wreaths and wreath accessories.

Club members Bobbi Anderson, Kathy Ziemba, Lynne
Evans, Debbie Schuckert and Margaret DeWolf created festive wreaths individually or in a group setting (socially distanced and masked.) These members created and donated thirty-two wreaths. The
wreaths were distributed during the Thanksgiving food
As with any herb, it is best to pick parsley the day it
will be used, but if it must be stored, wrap stems in a bank distribution on November 21, 2020, at the
damp paper towel, place in a zip lock bag and store in Broadview Heights food bank center. The Chippewa
Garden Club was glad to spread Holiday cheer during
the refrigerator. Dried parsley does not retain much
these trying times. Happy Holidays to all!
flavor, but parsley freezes well.
Swallowtail butterflies use parsley as a host plant for
larvae and if allowed to go to seed, pollinators will visit
the flowers. Deer will not eat parsley.
Kathy Habib

Petruselinum crispum

Lynne Evans
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Garden Therapy
The CGC Garden Therapy team led by Lynne Evans
continues to provide better living through garden- related bird watching for residents of The Oaks of
Brecksville. In 2020 The Oaks of Brecksville began a
renovation of their outdoor area to facilitate a serene,
natural environment for their residents. As group projects were closed down for seniors due to the coronavirus pandemic, Garden Therapy team members decided to restructure the program and offer design recommendations and supplies for the renovated area
rather than providing horticulturally based craft projects. The team’s focus is to augment the stress and
anxiety reduction experience for the residents by creating a green, flowered and natural environment.
A plan of action was formulated with the help of The
Oak’s Activity Director Marie Day. Ms. Day is a CGC
member and happily collaborated in formulating a sequence of projects which will culminate in the desired
natural sanctuary for the senior residents. Step one
was to purchase large pots while fall sales were ongoing. We researched the most beneficial size and material for the pots and resin recommended 14x16 pots
were which will be ready for planting in the 2021
spring. The next course of action involved bringing
wild life, particularly birds, into the area for residents
to view from their rooms this winter. Research on
feeder styles and food types to draw songbirds and
colorful birds into the area followed. A hopper feeder,
thistle feeder and vertical feeder along with thistle, no
mess seed mix, insect suet and fruit and berry suet
were bought and were placed at The Oaks of Brecksville on December 12, 2020. Additionally Garden
Therapy team member Bobbi Anderson contacted a
wildlife group to procure bird watching books for the
residents so they will be able to identify common birds
in this area.
Plans for spring include filling the pots for the area
with thrillers, fillers and spillers. Boxwood, geraniums
and licorice plants are under consideration as potential design plants for the pots. We would also like to
provide a centrally located bird bath and are accepting donations to assist in our efforts to accessorize
the garden area. Contact Lynne Evans at 440-6686128 for more information.
Lynne Evans

The Bird Feeder Supplies

The Result

