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National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Let’s Greet the 2021 Spring-into-Summer:
Traditionally we seem to turn our attention by the end of spring and the beginning of summer from Garden Club projects to our own yards. From May
until August, we don’t have membership meetings, per se. We work in our
own yards tidying up, planting anew, and just sitting back and enjoying the
view.
Hopefully, this spring-into-summer will look more normal than last year’s
pandemic-driven cancellations. Let’s try and re-establish those gardening
bonds among our members. Plan on coming to the Plant Exchange, even if
you have nothing to share! We’ll be able to social distance whether we have
it at the Metroparks or outside our club room. Find out what our members
have been doing in their yards, how they managed to get through lockdown,
distancing, mask wearing, etc. We can take the temperature of each one of
us—exactly how are we all doing….

Then into summer, think about joining us on a field trip or stopping by the
Herb Garden to pull a weed or two. We can even have a conversation about
what other projects or activities we’d like to see become part of our garden
club experience.
Jo Ann Bartsch

Chippewa Garden Club

Dates To Remember
Tuesday, May 11, 2021
Board Meeting 6:30 PM, via Zoom
Saturday, May 29, 2021
Annual Plant Exchange at 11:30 AM
Broadview Hts. Club Room Parking Lot behind Broadview Hts. City Hall. It’s easiest to enter the drive to
the Broadview Hts. complex from Oakes Road, bear
left at the stop sign, and follow the curving road. The
Club parking lot is on the left across from the Police
Department.
Bring your lunch, a beverage, and a chair as well as
your labeled plants—name, sun or shade, and any
other information you would like to include.
We will open the building to use the restrooms or in
case of rain. We won’t need masks for outdoors, but
carry one in case we do meet indoors.
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Sign up for a free virtual copy of The National Gardener at https://www.gardenclub.org/nationalgardener. The National Gardener is a quarterly publication.
Noreen Butano
Tuesday, June 8, 2021
Board Meeting 6:30 PM via Zoom
NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN JUNE

Brecksville Home Days
No date set at this time.
Watch your emails since our Club participates in this
civic event. If the event happens, please sign up to
work at our booth.

Squire Rich Herb Garden

Despite Northern Ohio’s weather not cooperating for
the spring clean-up of the Squire Rich Herb Garden,
Chippewa members have not been discouraged.
Call Kathy Ziemba if you have questions
April 15 was the start date, and a few members made
Kathy Ziemba quite a difference in the welcoming path and general
appearance! Then the snow came! The Herb GarJune 6-12
den Committee will make plans for cleanup, planting
National Garden Week
and weeding and maintaining our little jewel of a garden. Weather permitting, you can have the opportunity to be a part of the weekly weeding and upkeep on
Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. No experience required.
Bring your garden tools and join us. Sometimes, we
even discuss herbs and gardening! Undoubtedly, a
few herbs will need to be replaced, and that calls for a
trip to Quailcrest Farm where the temptation to fill the
car will be difficult to resist. The herbs are arranged
alphabetically, but the other plants for our own gardens call out to us! I’m still in Florida until mid-May,
but oh, how I miss the herb garden, and rest assured
I’ll be there on the first Thursday after my return. The
socializing and catching up with one another is as
much a treat as the therapy from getting our hands
dirty in the dirt.
Chippewa Garden Club will set up a table at two
Cuyahoga County Public Library branches, North
Judy Guinn
Royalton and Brecksville, to celebrate National Garden Week from June 6 to 12, 2021. Our table will
Pansy Planting
have handouts, a plant and books on children's garOn March 30, CGC member Sandy Spann helped
dening and gardening for adults. We will also display
members of the Brecksville Historical Society plant
our National Garden Club poster. Stop by and visit
the flower pots in front of the store front on Brecksville
our booth.
Road. The pansies and violas are beautiful. Thanks
Kathy Ziemba
Sandy!
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GCO Installs New Officers:
In an April 14 Zoom meeting, the Garden Club of
Ohio Officers for 2021-2023 were installed. Marlene Hatton, the new President showed a very passionate video demonstrating her President’s Project:
Here’s a summary of her President’s Message.
For the next two years, Marlene would like to focus
on a global issue – a difference from the more local
issues GCO has focused on in the past. Her issue:
reducing plastic waste in the environment, thereby
improving, among other things, water quality.
She recognizes it’s an enormous task since plastic has crept into our lives in multiple ways. It breaks into micro particles that have been found everywhere on earth. They are in our soil, in our food, and it takes hundred of years for them to degrade.
Marlene recognizes that such an enormous problem might overwhelm us individually. But she is challenging
us personally, as a family, as a Garden Club to adopt at least three changes.
As to Chippewa Garden Club, what will we do? Let’s begin thinking – maybe as a group we can say no to
plastic straws, water bottles, cups and plates. What more could we do? Let’s get our creative juices flowing,
and talk about this issue during the Plant Exchange, to start.
Jo Ann Bartsch

Greene Acres Community Garden
These photos below illustrate how Chippewa Garden Club’s $400 donation to Greene Acres helped rebuild
fifty-six of the ninety-four plots at a cost of $7,200. Thank you CGC!

Tickets for the Greene Acres Spring Raffle are available—$5 each, $20 for 5, $40 for 10 until May 22. The
raffle will be held June 1. Tickets are available from members Jo Ann Bartsch, Simonne Benoit, Carol Burns,
and Noreen Butano.
Noreen Butano
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Garden Club of Ohio Awards
Chippewa Garden Club throughout its history has
worked diligently to fulfill its multi-pronged mission.
What is so satisfying to its members is the recognition
that their projects are making a difference, are fulfilling their horticultural, design, conservation and education objectives. The Garden Club of Ohio, through
its award program, provides concrete examples of
that recognition.
For 2020, despite the COVID pandemic, Chippewa
was still able to maintain several community programs
– the ones that could be accomplished outside, or
didn’t require close contact with others. They were
able to finish two landscaping projects in Broadview
Heights, to receive certification as a Monarch
WayStation pollinator garden at Greene Acres Community Garden, to decorate and donate wreathes to
Food Bank recipients at Christmas, and to design a
beautiful holiday tablescape for the Holden GLOW
Show. They were able to modify the Garden Therapy
project at the Oaks of Brecksville using virtual rather
than in-person communication.

For all their efforts, Chippewa Garden Club received
fifteen awards from the Garden Club of Ohio. Eight
projects garnered first place; one second place; and
two third place awards. In addition, their efforts during 2020 resulted in three special COVID Pandemic
Adaptation Awards. Finally, the club won the First
Place Outstanding Garden Club award for a mediumsized club.
It takes more than just a couple of like-minded gardeners to be able to do all this. Congratulations to the
thirty or so members who rally around their love of
gardening and share their talents and time with the
rest of their community.

Chippewa Garden Club 2021 Awards
From the Garden Club of Ohio

Jo Ann Bartsch
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Milkweed Bugs
As gardeners plant more milkweed family plants to
attract monarch butterflies whose larvae feed exclusively on the leaves, milkweed bugs are also attracted
to these plants. There are two species of milkweed
bugs: Oncopeltus faciatus (large milkweed bug) and
Lygaeus kalmia (small milkweed bug). Both have
vivid orange and black colorations. Both are found in
Central and North America.
Their life cycle is in 3 stages: egg, nymph and adult.
Depending upon the climate and geographical location, they can produce 1-3 generations per year. In
the tropics, reproduction occurs continuously. Eggs,
which hatch in 3-6 days, have 3 curved points to help
them attach to the milkweed plant. Nymphs live in
large groups of about 20 and exhibit various stages of
metamorphosis within the group. Adults live about
one month and do not bite or sting nor do they carry
any disease.
In mid to late summer, adult milkweed bugs wander in
daylight in search of food. Both large and small milkweed bugs feed on milkweed leaves, stems and
seeds by using their proboscis (long sucking mouthpiece) to feed on plant juices. Small milkweed bugs
can become scavengers when milkweed sources become scarce and feed on other insects such as honeybees and monarch caterpillars and pupae, as well
as some harmful insects. They have few predators
because chemicals found in milkweed juices make
these insects taste bad, and their orange and black
coloration acts a warning to those predators.

triggered by temperature and the blooming of milkweed, and the bugs can migrate long distances.
Tropical milkweed bugs migrate shorter distances.
If these insects are doing no harm to your milkweeds,
then let them stay. They can be removed by handpicking or by spraying with a hose. Do not use chemicals on milkweed, as this will harm monarch butterflies.
Kathy Habib

Phenology – Nature’s Calendar
Our March Membership Meeting began with a presentation by Jo Ann Bartsch on Phenology. Phenology is
the scientific study of cyclical events. It’s the study of
the timing of biological events like blooming or insect
emergence based on environmental changes. We
learned that most of these events can be explained by
accumulated heat.

Jo Ann explained that accumulated heat is measured
by Growing Degree Days (GDDs), which are calculated as the average temperature each day above a
baseline temperature of 50 degrees. The Ohio State
University has collected about 15 years of data correlating GDDs with events like blooming in plants or larvae hatching in insects. With this information OSU
can predict certain environmental events and monitor
changes in dates based on differences in climate.
OSU’s phenology calendar is on line at:
https://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/gdd/
Scientists use phenological observations in a variety
of applications. Phenology is used in insect control,
honeybee management, agricultural production,
drought monitoring, wildfire risk assessment, archeology, and pollen allergy treatments. Ability to predict
helps make planning much more efficient. Phenological trends are being monitored carefully as the climate
changes over time.

You too can practice phenology just by observing
what is going on in your yard. If you mark down yearto-year observations about nature—what blooms
Oncopeltus fasciatus, large milkweed bug
when, what the weather is doing at the time, the GDD,
first and last frost, what animals are doing on certain
dates—and compare them year-to-year, then you are
Most milkweed bugs over- winter in northern climates. practicing phenology. Why not give it a try!
Milkweed bugs’ migration in northern climates is
Jo Ann Bartsch
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How to Make Bird Feeders Out of
Citrus Fruit and Pinecones
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Avian specialists note that due to their flying, food
hunting and nesting activities birds use energy at a
very high rate. As lipids are a very high energy food
source, it is ideal to be combined with seeds, fruits
and grains for outdoor feeders. Most commercially
made suet blocks are made with lard as the lipid or
fat component. Avian specialist however prefer the
use of vegetable shortening. Vegetable shortening is
made from cottonseed oil and pressed soybeans. It is
Chippewa Garden Club’s Garden Therapy team have more easily digestible by birds than lard, more nutricomplemented the bird feeding and watching they ini- tious in vitamins and micronutrients and has ¼ of the
tiated at The Oaks of Brecksville skilled nursing home fatty acids compared to lard. Plus vegetable shortenearlier this winter by adding other styles of bird feed- ing does not go rancid as quickly as lard does.
ers to the already donated wooden and metal bird
The completed feeders will hang in the garden area of
feeders. On February 9, 2021 a virtual instruction
program on how to make bird feeders out of recycled The Oaks near windows where the residents will be
able to watch and to listen to the feasting birds. A site
and biodegradable materials was presented to the
from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
residents by Chippewa Garden Club member,
was made available to help the residents identify the
Lynne Evans.
visiting birds by their chirps and songs.
Lynne Evans
Hanging citrus cup and pinecone feeders were choHumans see birds everyday in nature and have developed a relationship with them since man began to
roam the earth. Through the years humans have enjoyed watching and listening to our feathered
friends. Those of us who are bird enthusiasts find
ourselves particularly cheered by the sighting of our
friends during the onslaught of the polar vortex of winter. Put out food and they will come.

sen to create as they are favorite food presentations
by bird enthusiasts. Halved and hollowed out oranges, limes and grapefruits and pinecones along with
twine, and wooden skewers provide a container that
is easy to construct, biodegradable and appealing to
the eye. All supplies for the bird feeders were donated
and prepared prior to the virtual program to ensure
successful end products for the participating residents.
To provide food for the birds during the remaining
winter months, the Garden Therapy team blended
sunflower seeds, dried cranberries, nuts, sesame
seeds and millet with vegetable shortening to be put
into the citrus cups and slathered onto the pinecones.

Mixing vegetable shortening, nuts,
sunflower seeds, grains and dried
cranberries for the bird feeders

Hanging citrus cups filled
with bird food mixture

Chippewa Garden Club
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Help Nesting Birds
Most North American birds, the ones in our backyards, begin breeding in spring. Some of them like
the bluebirds we monitor can raise more than one
brood a season. It’s fascinating to watch them pair
up, build their nests, lay eggs, and raise their chicks.
We see all those things happening at the Sleepy Hollow Golf Course. You can see it in your back yard
too! Here are some tips for helping the process.


Keep your cat inside. Cats prey on birds! Young
are especially vulnerable.



Provide a nest box for cavity nesters. Do your
research, however. There’s plenty of guidance
and recommendations out there. Cornell University’s website, allaboutbirds.org is one of the best.



Be careful trimming shrubs. Hold off if a nest is
being built.



Offer natural nesting materials. The shearings
from your ornamental grasses are perfect! Pet
hair also works in nest building. Dryer lint is not
recommended.



Consider offering eggshells. But dry them out in
an oven (20 min. at 250o) and then crush them as
small as possible. Eggshells replace the calcium
lost in egg laying. Blue jays especially like them.



Continue feeding high protein foods like mealworms, suet and peanuts.



Don’t mow brushy areas or meadows until midAugust.



If you find a nest, don’t blow their cover by visiting
often. Keep your distance.



Provide water for bathing and drinking. Keep it
shallow.
Paula Kramer and Jo Ann Bartsch

From Bill Thompson, III, Editor of Bird Watcher’s
Digest

Top: bluebird eggs

Bottom: bluebird hatchlings
Photos by Jo Ann Bartsch
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Ohio Native Plant Round Table Discussion
The April 27th Chippewa Garden Club zoom membership meeting was a round table discussion on native
plants. Master Gardener and long time CGC member
Jo Ann Bartsch led the discussion that was full of interesting tidbits contributed by participating members
and guest CGO president, Marlene Hatton.
Native plants are plants that have evolved in a specific geographical area and are most likely to thrive and
grow in harmony with the surrounding wildlife without
the use of chemical fertilizers or pesticides. These
native plants provide shelter and food for the resident
wildlife. They support pollinators and ultimately the
food supply for humans. Due to their established
deep roots, native plants reduce water runoff, reduce
soil erosion and absorb polluted water before it gets
into nearby waterways.

Members also recommended using the U. S. Department of Agriculture Plants database which offers
standardized information on native plants.
The Audubon Native Plant database provides lists of
best native plants by zip code. The National Wildlife
Federation also offers a zip code search for plants
that will host the highest amount wildlife.
As enthusiastic gardeners we can make a difference
in supporting our local biodiversity not only by planting
native plants in our gardens and yards but also by educating our friends and neighbors and encouraging
them to join us.
Lynne Evans

The preservation of biodiversity to offset the urbanization trends in our communities has become a collective movement by conservationists, naturalists, and
gardeners. Replacement and reintroduction of native
plants into our natural area offers support to the ecosystem that will sustain insects, birds, and animals.
So where can you find pesticide-free native plants?
Members recommended favorite resources that included Native Roots Inc. in Richfield, Ohio, Mulberry
Creek Greenhouse Inc. in Chesterland, Ohio and
Farmer Lee Jones in Huron, Ohio.

Native Perennials

Lobelia cardinalis
(Cardinal Flower)

Echinacea purpureum (Purple
and Yellow Coneflowers)

Eutrochium purpureum
(Joe Pye Weed)

