
 

http://chippewagardenclub.com/  

Chippewa Garden 

Club Newsletter 

Gardening in the 

Time of COVID 

Member of  

Garden Club of Ohio, Inc. 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

 

November/December 2021 

National Garden Club, Inc.          

President—Mary Washauer   

National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

4401 Magnolia Avenue 

St. Louis, MO  63110 –3406                          

Central Atlantic Region                 

Director—Betty Cookendorfer 

Garden Club of Ohio, Inc.            

President—Marlene Hatton   

10386 North Pond Lane         

Twinsburg, OH 44087-1490    

(216) 390-7489 

GCO Cleveland                                         

Co-District Directors—           

Joann Predina                            

7195 Rustic Oval Seven Hills, OH  

44131 (216)-403-4202                

and Helen Vladic                             

1342 Penhurst Road Cleveland, 

OH 44110-2842 (216) 481-0894 

Chippewa Garden Club         

Executive Steering Committee  

Vice President-Simonne  Benoit                       

7062 Ashlawn Drive             

Brecksville, OH  44141 

Secretary-Sandy Ladebue                                     

6522 E. Sprague Road                   

Brecksville, Oh 44141     

Treasurer- Kathy Habib        

3490 Mark Drive                     

Broadview Hts., OH 44147 

Finance--Lynne Evans                                      

9455 Woodchip Lane                             

Broadview Hts., OH  44147         

Historian-Margaret DeWolf          

7001 Crestview Drive                        

Brecksville, OH  44141 

Past-President                                 

Jo Ann Bartsch                             

7700 Fitzwater Road                  

Brecksville, OH 44141 

Celebrating the Final Transition Fall to Winter 

We’re just about to finish our second year in Chippewa Garden Club history 

governed by a Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee concept cre-

ates something of a challenge for our newsletter editor since she doesn’t au-

tomatically get a newsletter welcoming article from the President!  At the last 

Board meeting I volunteered to write this and have been digging around my 

elderly brain trying to come up with a suitable topic.  After looking at what oth-

ers have written this year, we really need to close this year out with the ap-

propriate salute to the transition to fall and winter. 

One of the first things that comes to my horticulturally driven mind in fall is 

leaf litter. “Learn to love leaf litter.” is a rallying cry you hear among those of 

us who are environmentalists and understand the necessity of having that 

wonderful layer of leaves available to those beloved insects that winter over 

as caterpillars or in their chrysalis.  And it’s that leaf litter that regenerates our 

vegetable and flower beds, giving back to the soil the very chemicals that the 

trees took out (or made) as part of photosynthesis.  At a purely practical level, 

I can easily fall in line with any guidance that gives me permission to not be 

overly neat! 

It’s fall that gets us to slow down, to reflect on how well we did, horticulturally 

speaking, and to prepare for winter.  But don’t forget to pull those dahlia and 

caladium bulbs inside, plant your garlic and stow away the pots that can’t take 

our freeze/thaw weather.   

Don’t get too complacent once those chores are done!  Get prepared for a 

new garden club year!  We have a 2022 Flower Show to think about….and 

who knows what other projects we might undertake (or re-start) next year.  

Do you have one in mind?  Our Program Committee is hard at work planning 

for 2022 speakers and programs.  They’ll reveal their efforts in the January 

Newsletter. 

Which leads me to one final thought:  Welcome to our two new members: 

Patty Lafontaine and Amy Carter.  When you see them at any of our func-

tions, please introduce yourself.  We’ll all be watching to see what committee 

or project they’ll gravitate to.  Or maybe they’ll find something new for us to 

participate in? 

Jo Ann Bartsch 

http://chippewagardenclub.com/


Dates To Remember         

Tuesday, November 16—Patricia Penland and her 

design team will present Holiday Joy at the Brecks-

ville Community Center,1 Community Drive.             

As this is our main fundraiser, which supports our civ-

ic projects and scholarships, please bring an item for 

our craft bazaar raffle by 6:00 p.m. that night.   Raffle 

items include creative and novel crafts, floral designs, 

and gifts.  Our program will start at 7:00 p.m.  For 

questions, call Lynne Evans at 440-668-6128. 

Tuesday, November 23—Budget and Board Meeting 

at 6:00 p.m. in our Broadview Hts. Club Room                                                                                

Committee Chairs and Project Chairs are to submit 

their budget requests for 2022.  

No December Board or Membership Meetings        

Watch your email for our Annual Meeting Plans.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Cheer 

Chippewa Garden Club members will again spread 

some holiday cheer in 2021 to South Hills Lend A 

Hand Food Pantry recipients.  Qualified Broadview 

Heights residents who are in need of food receive 

food for their family once a month, and in November 

volunteers distribute Thanksgiving dinners.  Candle 

votives decorated for Christmas with bells, greens, a 

red bow and a tag that says “Merry Christmas from 

Chippewa Garden Club” will be given to seventy-five 

Lend A Hand families on November 20, 2021.           

In 2020 we made and donated repurposed Christmas 

wreathes. 

Thank you to the members who helped:  Lynne      

Evans, Kathy Habib, Bobbi Anderson, Sandy Spann 

and Sandy Ladebue.  

Kathy Ziemba 
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Sandy Spann and Lynne Evans Assembling the Votives 

Photo by Kathy Habib 

Votive Ready To Donate 

Photo by Lynne Evans 
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Garden Club Of Ohio                                   
Board Meeting 

On October 21, 2021, Debbie Schuckert and Marga-

ret DeWolf attended the GCO Board meeting at the 

Kingwood Center Gardens in Mansfield, Ohio.  The 

gardens were beautifully decorated for fall and for 

Halloween.  The mum tree pictured below was partic-

ularly spectacular.  The gardens are open from 10:00 

a.m.—5:00 p.m., and admission is $5.00 per person 

with children under 12 free.   

Debbie Schuckert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden Club Of Ohio                                 

Fall District Meeting-Cleveland 

The Cleveland Fall District meeting was held at St. 

Michaels Woodside in Broadview Heights on Septem-

ber 16, 2021. 

The morning program was presented by Mary Colvin 

RH (AHG), a Clinical Herbalist and owner of Ancestral 

Herbology in Wakeman, Ohio.  Mary introduced us to 

ten medicinal herbs that we can find in our own back-

yards.  Her book Grow and Harvest Ten Medicinal 

Herbs in Your Backyard was available for sale.  

Check out her website at 

www.ancestralherbology.com 

 

Designer Deanna Stearns, Past GCO President and 

Master Flower Show Judge, presented the  afternoon 

design program “Imagination and Creation”.  Deanna 

used floral material that could be purchased from the 

store with some very creative and simple designs.       

Debbie Schuckert 
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Mum Tree                                

Kingwood Garden Center 

Photo by Debbie Schuckert 

Designs by Deanna Stearns 

Photos by Debbie Schuckert 

http://www.ancestralherbology.com


Exploring the Art of Kokedama 
 

Chippewa Garden Club restarted its monthly in-

person membership meetings in August, and the 

Zoom meetings of 2020/2021 are hopefully a thing of 

the past.  On September 28, 2021, CGC member 

Lynne Evans instructed members and guests gath-

ered at the Brecksville Human Services Center on 

how to make a kokedama. 

 

Bonsai, an ancient art form, was developed by the 

Chinese Taoist Monks 2,000 years ago.  When the 

monks migrated to Japan they took with them the art 

of pruning miniature trees placed in ceramic pots.  

This new art form was called bonsai.  Due to the pop-

ularity of bonsai it quickly progressed from monaster-

ies to the royalty and the elite and then to the com-

mon people.  By the medieval era Japanese common-

ers began eliminating expensive pots, wrapping plant 

roots into a natural blanket of moss to make living 

sculptures.  Today the definition of kokedama is a liv-

ing plant sculpture with its roots suspended in a ball of 

soil wrapped in moss.  Translated from Japanese, 

koke means moss and dama means ball. 

 

The spiritual and health significance of kokedama is 

reflected by the Japanese peaceful, simplistic and 

natural principles of wabi-sabi.  In today’s world, 

kokedamas are used in residential and business es-

tablishments to evoke a calming ambience and to 

augment the purification of environmental air.  Modern 

science has determined that through chemical ex-

changes plants have the ability to dissolve certain 

harmful air pollutants that can result from such agents 

as exhaust, cigarette smoke and cleaning products. 

Lynne then discussed the eco- friendly aspects of 

kokedama, which uses natural materials and ingredi-

ents.  It eliminates the use of plastic pots, and biode-

gradable twine can be used to wrap the moss.  

Kokedama only requires small amounts of water for 

hydration. 

 

The kokedama assembly demonstration included step

- by -step instructions.  Lynne recommended plants 

best suited for kokedamas: small ferns, English Ivy, 

anthuriums, prayer plants and succulents.  Soil mix-

ture recipes and types of moss were discussed as 

well as basic hydration and care.    

 

 

 

Colorful yarn to wrap the moss ball instead of twine, 

colorful plates, candlesticks as holders and hanging 

gardens were a few of the design tips suggested as 

creative design ideas to personalize the kokedama 

end product. 

Lynne Evans 
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Prayer Plant Kokedama 

Photo by Margaret De Wolf 

Lynne Evans with Samples of kokedama 

Photo by Margaret De Wolf 



Squire Rich Apple Butter Festival 

Sunday, October 10 

News from Squire Rich … 

We began watching the weather forecasts on Thurs-

day when the Committee met at the Herb Garden to 

spiffy it up for the Festival.  Corn stalks were added 

on each side of the arbor, and pumpkins gave color 

inside the garden.  Rain was predicted leading up to 

the Festival, but we remained hopeful that it would be 

a nice day as it had in past years.  We removed as 

many of the fallen walnuts as possible and dodged a 

few while we worked. 

 

By one o’clock on Festival day, all the Historical Asso-

ciation volunteers were in place, and customers were 

beginning to arrive early for those apple fritters and a 

container of apple butter.  It warmed up, the sun was 

out, a few sprinkles were felt, but overall, a great day 

for a festival and tours of the herb garden and the 

house.  Jo Ann Bartsch had to wear both her hats 

again, splitting her day with herb garden tours and 

tours of the house.  Only six people could tour the 

house at a time, so the overflow eagerly stopped into 

the garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Carol Burns and Sandy Spann for 

coming at 1:00 when the parking lot was already full.  

Sandy was joined by Debbie Schuckert, and we all 

were kept busy.  There was certainly no time for 

catching up with one another or making an apple but-

ter run after we arrived in the garden.  Since we had 

an extended summer, we still had an abundance of 

herbs to cut for those coming to the garden, and at 

least twenty-five more people know what lovage is!  

Not everyone wanted clippings, but everyone certainly 

enjoyed coming into the peaceful and fragrant herb 

garden. Children especially enjoy smelling the herbs, 

and they really enjoyed searching for the bird nest to 

win a small pumpkin to take home.  Thanks also to 

Bobbi Anderson and Aggie Goss for joining us in the 

garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was another great day at the Squire Rich Herb Gar-

den!  Next on the “to do” list will be putting the garden 

to bed, but the garden will remain open for clipping if 

you so desire.   

Judy Guinn 
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Squire Rich Herb Garden October 16, 2021    

Photo by Debbie Schuckert      

Squire Rich Herb Garden October 16, 2021    

Photo by Debbie Schuckert      



Chrysanthemums 

Chrysanthemums were first grown in China in the 15th 

century BCE as an herb.  Japan began cultivating 

them in the 8th century CE.  The Imperial Seal of Ja-

pan is a chrysanthemum, and the Chrysanthemum 

Throne is the common name given to the Imperial 

throne of Japan.  Cultivation of mums began in Ameri-

ca in 1798.  There are over 20,000 cultivars available 

worldwide in many varieties of shape, size, and color.                                      

Culinary use of mums includes making tea from the 

flowers of one species and steaming the leaf for use 

as greens in China and flavoring rice in Korea.  Pyre-

thrins are natural pesticides found in some chrysan-

themums.  They attack the nervous system of insects 

and are harmful to fish.  Despite this, mums are often 

attacked by leave miner flies.                                                                            

Chrysanthemums are divided into two groups: garden 

hardy (capable of overwintering in northern climates 

and producing smaller blooms) and exhibition (larger 

blooms requiring staking and overwintering in a pro-

tective area.)  Not all mums are winter hardy when 

they are so labeled and are often grown as annuals.  

Plants grown for fall sales are forced to bloom in 

greenhouses, which causes stress and makes them 

less likely to survive transplanting.  Hardy mums only 

have a 3-4 year lifespan.                                                                          

Chrysanthemums are short-day plants that bloom in 

the fall in response to the shortening days of summer.  

Grow in full sun in well-drained soil.  Avoid street and 

house lights as these can interfere with the bloom re-

sponse to shorter days.  Mums are shallow rooted 

and do best if planted high surrounded with mulch.  

To get fuller blooms, pinch back stems about one inch 

when the plant is 8-10 inches tall and after that when 

new stems become six inches tall.  This encourages 

branching and compact growth.  Do not pinch back 

after mid-July.  Fertilize with a slow release applied 

once or a water soluble fertilizer (20-20-20 or 15-15-

15) once a month during growing season.                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two options for pruning after blooming in 

fall: cut stems back to about 8 inches tall or wait until 

spring to cut back stems to ground. Do not cut back 

stems to ground in fall. To help mums overwinter, add 

a layer of mulch such as leaves or straw.                                                    

Kathy Habib 
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Barberton, Ohio Mum Festival 

Photo by Kathy Habib 

Barberton, Ohio Mum Festival 

Photo by Kathy Habib 



The Chelsea Flower Show 

On October 26, Master Gardener Sandy Welches 

took us on a slide show tour of the Royal Horticultural 

Society’s Chelsea Flower Show, the most exceptional 

flower show on earth.  Sandy has been there many 

times.  What a lovely place!  We would all love to be 

there.  The RHS sponsors the Chelsea Flower Show 

for five days every May.  This year it occurred in Sep-

tember and was postponed six days due to the pan-

demic.  The RHS was founded in 1804 to promote 

education, science and sustainability.   

Sandy’s slide show covered several years of exhibits, 

and she is excited to attend again next year.  The 

many, many displays she shared with us included the 

Irish Garden; the Great Pavilion; a begonia (low grow-

ing) and delphinium (tall) garden; aquilegia 

(columbine); blooming cacti; huge mums; gladioli; 

heuchera (coral bells); David Harber’s sundials, sculp-

tures and water features; sunflowers; Barbados exhib-

it; carnivorous flowers; hydrangeas; lobelia; fountain 

garden; Charging Horse/Hungry Bear sculpture; and a 

floral sculpture of a woman entirely clothed in flowers. 

The Queen always visits the Chelsea Garden Show 

and wears flowers. The flower displays are a mix of 

formal and informal gardens. The colors are beautiful 

and arranged with a mix of dark, bright and light. 

There are indoor (within a tent) and outdoor displays. 

There is fierce competition for the gold.  The settings 

made us long to be there.  

Sandy Ladebue and Pat Gabriel 
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Sandy Welches 

Photo by Margaret DeWolf 

The two photos to the left and 

immediately below were taken 

from Sandy Welches’ slide 

show by Jo Ann Bartsch and 

are of the Best in Show Gar-

den.  The three photos below 

them were taken from Sandy 

Welches’ slide show by Mar-

garet DeWolf and represent 

but a few of the beautiful en-

tries at the Chelsea Flower 

Show.   


