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President’s Message

The Fall Season always brings a sense of excitement. What colors will
emerge from that backyard tree? What new scarf or vest to keep cozy in will
be found in the stores?
In regards to our Club, fall brings fundraising and the planning process for
the following year. As we all have learned from gardening and designing,
planning is key to success. As a group we historically have managed to
keep our plans vibrant and dedicated to our Club’s mission. As 2022 comes
to a close we need to acknowledge and appreciate all that our group has
accomplished this year. We presented a beautiful flower show to the public,
returned to in-person meetings and offered multiple diversified activities to
our community. As some clubs disbanded, we paced through and stayed
the course. As the new year approaches we have the opportunity to plan a
stimulating and inspiring year for our Club. At our General Membership
meeting on October 25th, our business meeting focused on organizing ideas
and future plans for 2023. I announced the theme “Earthen and Horticultural
Trends for 2023.” All topics and activities are welcome. Contact me with
your ideas for speaker topics, fieldtrips and hands-on-activities. I’d love to
hear from you.
Our speaker at our October meeting, Brian Gregory from Stan Hywet Hall
and Gardens, presented an interesting inside look at the history and gardening processes that go on at the vast estate of 70 acres. Brian acknowledged
the 1910 beginnings of the estate by F.A. Seiberling, co-founder of the
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, that eventually became nationally recognized as a National Historic Landmark. His slide presentation featured
photos of the blending of nature and architecture initially designed by Warren
Manning in 1912 and redesigned by Ellen Biddle Shipman in 1929. Featured were the birch tree Allee, the utilitarian great garden of flowers and
vegetables, the Japanese garden and the great meadow lawn and apple orchard. Brian explained that the foundation of Stan Hywet’s success is
thoughtful planning, flexibility and tenacity. A motto that we all can attest to.
Enjoy reading this informative newsletter, and please mark your calendars
with the events planned. See you all at the upcoming Holiday fundraiser!
Lynne Evans, President-Elect
http://chippewagardenclub.com/
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Dates To Remember
November
Thursday, November 10—Garden Club of Ohio
Holiday Show North at St. Michael’s Woodside,
5025 East Mill Road, Broadview Hts.
Tuesday, November 15—Chippewa Garden Club
Holiday Show
Lynne has asked members to take their raffle donation and bakery to the Community Center by 6:00
p.m.
Tuesday, November 29—Budget and Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Broadview Hts. Club Room
Chairpersons should submit their budget request for
2023 at this time.

December
No December Board Meeting

The weather was perfect and a good crowd came out
December 9— Senior Enrichment Through Nature on October 9, 2022, for the Apple Butter Festival at
at the Broadview Heights Community and Recreation the Squire Rich Historical Museum. We had visitors
Center, Maple Room, 9543 Broadview Road, Broad- of all ages stop by the herb garden maintained by our
Chippewa Garden Club for information and snippets
view Hts.
of herbs. Volunteers Jo Ann Bartsch, Carol Burns
and I helped educate the visitors about the garden
Apple Butter Festival
and the uses of the various herbs growing there.

Brecksville Historical Association
Sunday, October 9, 2022

Photos of the garden by Mila Davidovic

Mila Davidovic
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Lids to Benches Dedication
September 29, 2022
Chippewa Garden Club and Emerald Necklace Garden Club collaborated to sponsor a project to collect
plastic lids and caps from all types of containers. The
lids and caps were ultimately recycled into three
benches for the new Brecksville-Broadview Heights
Elementary School (BBHES).

The dedication of the three benches took place on
Garden club members with Marlene Hatton,
Thursday, September 29, 2022, at the school located
President of the Garden Club of Ohio
on Oakes Road. In attendance were Marlene Hatton,
President of the Garden Club of Ohio, Colleen Toth,
After remarks from both Garden Club project leaders,
principal of the BBHES, Joelle Magyar, Superintenthe ceremony concluded with the reading of a bench
dent of the BBHS, teachers and members of both gar- dedication poem by one of our 3rd graders.
den clubs.
This was a 12-week project! Students from Chippewa, Highland and Hilton schools, along with Stepping
Stone pre-school students were involved. Total lids
collected weighed 1,815 pounds, approximately 150
pounds each week. A thermometer image on the
school wall was used to keep track of progress. “This
truly was an educational learning experience of recycling for all the students,” commented Principal
Colleen Toth.
Marlene Hatton explained that her mission during her
term of office, was to guide garden clubs to reduce
the amount of plastics that are used and discarded
and to find ways to recycle. It was her mission that
gave these two garden clubs the impetus to take on
this project.
A total of 600 pounds of plastic were needed to manufacture the three high quality recycled plastic benches
that are now located just outside the main entrance of
the school. Each bench was separately engraved
with the school names of Chippewa, Highland and
Hilton, the elementary schools recently closed. The
benches were manufactured by Plastics-R-Unique of
Wadsworth, Ohio. The cost of manufacturing the
benches was paid by sponsors, Lubrizol, Chippewa
Garden Club and Brecksville residents.

Chippewa Garden Club members gathered around the
Chippewa Elementary School bench.

Noreen Butano and Debbie Schuckert
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Garden Club of Ohio (GCO) Fall District
Meeting, October 13, 2022
The GCO Cleveland District Co-Directors mixed
things up a bit for the Fall District Meeting. Usually,
we are treated with a horticulture program in the
morning and a design program in the afternoon. Instead, in 2022 we were environmentally informed with
two programs on ecological topics.
The morning program titled “Don’t Break the Lake”
was presented by Dr. Scott Hardy with the Ohio State
University and Ohio Sea Grant. We so often take for
granted the immense environmental resource that
Lake Erie is for us. It’s there virtually in our back
yards and we forget that many of the ecological issues we learn about can result in effects on that body
of water: climate change, invasive species, human
pollution.

Dr. Seuss apparently has kept track of progress and
has revised his position saying, “Lake Erie is no longer dreary.” You can check out progress at:
Ohioseagrant.osu.edu

The second presentation by Judy Semroc was equally
interesting. It was titled “Hiding in Plain Sight”, and it
visually showed us behaviors and tactics animals use
Dr. Hardy reminded us of the importance of Lake Erie to keep us, and their predators, unaware of them.
The examples she showed were of camouflage, disin the freshwater system. It may contain only 2% of
the Great Lakes water, but it contains 50% of the life. guise and mimicry. I’m sorry I didn’t take better notes,
but I was totally entranced by trying to find what was
It is also the shallowest of the lakes, making it more
hiding in all her photos.
susceptible to storms and pollution. We often talk
about invasive plants in our yards, but there are
I do remember two things, however. Mimicry primarily
around 185 species of aquatic life in Lake Erie that
occurs in insects, where an edible insect looks similar
don’t belong there. And let’s not forget the humanresponsible pollution. Two major battles that are un- to an inedible insect. The inedible insect is called the
derway are reducing the fertilizer runoff from agricul- model, and the lookalike species is called the mimic.
ture to the Lake and the huge amounts of plastics that Predators somehow learn not to waste time and enerfind their way into the water. What was really surpris- gy going after what is or looks inedible, so the mimic
ing to me was that around 30% of the plastic pollution survives! The classic case is the Viceroy butterfly
(edible) that mimics the Monarch (inedible) butterfly.
is from cigar tips!!
Dr. Hardy was optimistic, however, and he detailed
actions that are being taken to overcome these
threats. He ended by reminding us there is hope –
and it’s been recognized by Dr. Seuss. Remember
the lines from the Lorax:

"They'll walk on their fins and get woefully
weary

The second thing was a recommendation to observe
closely and intently. Investigate what seems slightly
“not right”. You might then see an owl hiding in plain
sight! Joann Predina, the Cleveland Co-District Director, took that advice to heart just after the program.
She saw something “a little off” in a tree in a parking
lot the day after the presentation. Upon closer inspection.....it turned out to be a snagged piece of
plastic. Maybe next time!

in search of some water that isn't so smeary.
I hear things are just as bad up in Lake Erie."

If you’ve never attended any of these District Meetings, I encourage you to try one. They are held in
spring and fall and a third one during November. Pick
one in 2023 where the topic interests you!
Jo Ann Bartsch
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Senior Enrichment Through Nature

Lend-A-Hand

On October 21, 2022, Chippewa Garden Club volunteers helped the Seniors of Broadview Heights welcome the fall season. Seniors gathered in the Human
Services area of the Broadview Heights Community
Center to create fall table centerpieces. Club members gathered and organized dried materials donated
from Club members. Pinecones, celosia, sweet gum
balls, hydrangea, fern, herbs, moss and pumpkins
were used to accessorize nine-inch grapevine
wreaths. Each participant was given instructions on
how to design the centerpiece and how to use craft
techniques and tools. As in prior groups CGC members worked with throughout 2022, good cheer and
light hearted conversation prevailed while participants
created their own personal version of the centerpiece.
Each centerpiece exhibited unique imagination encouraged through the guidance of CGC volunteers.

Chippewa Garden Club has continued the club’s tradition of spreading holiday cheer to the citizens of our
community who participate in the South Hills Lend-AHand food distribution. On October 10, 2022, CGC
volunteers met to decorate small wreaths with dried
herbs, flower blooms, ribbon and donated upcycled
jewelry accessories that the Club had gathered. The
group made a total of 80 wreaths, which will be dispensed throughout the upcoming Holiday Season during food distribution dates. Debbie Kean of South Hills
Lend-A-Hand has extended their organization’s appreciation of CGC’s ongoing assistance in supporting
the families in our community that are in need

Many thanks to CGC volunteers Bobbi Anderson,
Noreen Butano, Debby Compton, Lynne Evans, Judy
Labuda and Sandy Ladebue for their help in making
this presentation an interesting and fun event for the
Seniors. The next group session will be held on December 9th at the center where participants will create
Gnome Greenery to spread Holiday cheer. Seniors
are asked to RSVP with the Human Service Department at 440-526-4685.
Lynne Evans

Many thanks to CGC members Roberta Anderson,
Noreen Butano, Lynne Evans, Judy Labuda, Sandy
Ladebue, Debbie Schuckert, Sandy Spann and Kathy
Ziemba for their time and talents and to all CGC
members who donated herbs, blooms and upcycled
jewelry. These collaborative contributions will add to
the good tidings of the approaching “Season of
Giving.”
Lynne Evans

80 Wreaths for Lend-A-Hand
Participants
Busy Hands at Work

Photos by Noreen Butano
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Peperomia
The National Garden Bureau, a nonprofit organization
to promote gardening in North America, has chosen
Peperomia ssp. as the houseplant of the year for
2022. This plant has about 1500 species and is native
to Mexico, South America and the Caribbean, where
many grow as epiphytes (plants that grow on other
plants in tropical rain forests). Peperomia resemble,
and are related, to the true black pepper plant, Piper
nigrum, but are not edible. The name is derived from
the Greek: peper (meaning pepper) and homolos
(meaning resembles). It is given as a gift of luck in
Brazil.
It has been sold as a house plant since the 1930s, but
many new varieties have come on the market, all
grown for their foliage. They are small plants (12-18”)
and range from bushy to trailing, to upright or cascading in colors of red, green, purple, grey and cream.
They have fleshy sometime succulent leaves, but
these are not true succulents as they need high humidity. The unscented blooms are spikes.

Peperomia caperata

These plants are low maintenance and are slow growing. Use orchid potting mix or add peat moss to regular potting soil to provide well-drained soil. Water
when dry and fertilize rarely. Peperomia need bright
light, but avoid sun, as it can burn the leaves. Use
clay pots that drain more quickly. They like to be pot
bound. Peperomia are good choices for terrariums
with good drainage because they provide high humidity. Plants can be misted or placed on a pebble tray to
provide humidity when grown outside of a terrarium.
Prune lightly to promote bushy growth. They can be
propagated by root or leaf cuttings
Pests include mealybugs, spider mites and whiteflies,
that can be controlled by insecticidal soap. Soggy soil
may result in root rot or fungus gnats.

Peperomia argyreia

Kathy Habib
Photos courtesy of National Garden Bureau

